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Dear Colleague,
Welcome to Community Links Bromley’s e-alert No.19, 15th July 2010.
Community Links’ AGM will be held on Wednesday 29th September at Community House at 6pm. 

One of the great pleasures of the AGM is to welcome new members to our organisation. Membership is free and rewards you and your colleagues with a fast track access to all of our services. From capacity building to fundraising, from managing staff and volunteers to working in partnership through forums and networks, our specialist teams are on hand to advise you. 
So why not join the community that links Bromley? You can, if your answer is YES to any of these three questions. 

1. Does my organisation benefit residents of the Borough of Bromley?

2. Do I provide a community focussed service? 

3. Is there a constitution or aims and objectives for my organisation and a commitment to equal opportunities?

If you would like to put a membership application to our board, which meets on Wednesday 21st July for the last time before the AGM, please email me by midday on Monday 19th July.

All the best
Philippa
Philippa Leary

Membership, Information and Communications Officer
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Local News

HELP literacy card – putting use of the card into practice

As you may already know, the HELP card is a new Bromley based initiative that will help your organisation provide more accessible services for those who have difficulties reading and writing, and support reception staff by helping to reduce misunderstandings, embarrassing situations and conflict. It is easy to assume that everyone can read and write, but literacy problems are common and poor communication can lead to confusion, withdrawal, confrontation and sometimes violence. This in turn results in recording incorrect information, clients misunderstanding important instructions, missed appointments, loss of basic services, debt, and in certain circumstances, prosecution. 

Further to the launch of the HELP literacy card on 7 July, the HELP team has produced guidance for staff who may be shown the card. Advice is given on issues like where to keep the card for easy reference but not so it is publicly displayed. There is also an FAQ available with more information, including how your service users can get hold of a card. 

Contact Julia Mustoe on 020 8662 6694 for the guidance, FAQ sheet and printed copies of the card. julia.mustoe@bromleypct.nhs.uk.

Local events
AGM Biggin Hill Community Care Association
Date: Monday 19 July, 12.30pm

Venue: St. Mark’s Centre, Church Road, Biggin Hill
Buffet lunch from 12.30.with a 1pm start for the formal business of the day.  Two trustees, Jean Brown and Wind Bond will be standing down, but are both re-eligible for re-appointment. (£2 donation towards the cost of the buffet please)
AGM Community Links Bromley

Date: Wednesday 29 September 

Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley BR1 1RH
Time: 5.30 for 6 pm  
Come and join CLB for light refreshments before the start of the business of the day. Two of our long serving trustees John Freeman and Christine Hellicar are standing down having completed their term. All at CLB extend a warm thank you to them for their support and commitment to the organisation over the years. Our chairman, Jean Levy is standing for re-election for the final time in this period of office. 
If you would like to become a trustee for Community Links Bromley, we will be advertising the posts shortly through the bulletin, In the meantime if you would like to find out more, please call Eithne Rynne, Director of CLB on 020 8315 1900 for an informal chat. 

CLB hosts free funding event for Diaspora Organisations

Community Links Bromley is to host a FREE funding event for Diaspora organisations operating in South London. Comic Relief will give a presentation on the Common Ground Initiative (CGI). Co-funded by the Department for International Development (DFID), CGI aims to support small and Diaspora organisations to enable them to implement effective programmes and bring about lasting change in communities in Africa. This event will be particularly beneficial for small registered organisations who work with communities of the African Diaspora. Please see more on the following link
The event will be held on the afternoon of Thursday 29th July at Community Links Bromley, Community House, South Street, Bromley BR1 1RH. It is a free event, but booking is essential, so please download and return a booking form to secure your place.

If you have any queries please contact Julie Hunt julieh@communitylinksbromley.org.uk. 

Free workshop – marketing on a budget
Date: Thursday 22 July 2010, 9am – 12 midday
Venue: Baker Tilly Conference Suite, Lancaster House, 7 Elmfield Road, Bromley  BR1 1LT. Parking : NCP pay & display opposite or Glades 

Business Link in London and Baker Tilly are providing this training, which is open to members and non-members. This interactive workshop will provide participants with an understanding of the key steps to take when planning and implementing marketing on a budget. It also provides ideas for low cost marketing tactics and participants will have an opportunity to ask questions and share experiences and ideas.

Places are limited, so book your place now at www.selondonchamber.org/ or phone 020 8317 3365.
Closing date Monday 19th July 2010
Celebration of Life event

Date: Monday 2- Friday 6 August 2010, 10am to 3pm

Venue: St. Andrew's Church Hall, Burnt Ash Lane, Bromley 

St. Andrew's Church on Burnt Ash Lane, Bromley is hosting a Celebration of Life event for local people aged 50+ between Monday 2 August and Friday 6 August 2010. The week-long event will be held in St. Andrew's Church Hall between 10am and 3pm, with an outing planned for Wednesday 4 August.

Daily activities include keep fit, dance, creative writing, craft, music and talks, with time to socialise and make new friends. Free aromatherapy each day.
Cost: £3.50 per person per day (includes lunch and tea or coffee). The outing on Wednesday 4 August is at extra cost but will include a sandwich lunch and admission to a local attraction. Please call Nanetta Justice on for more information 020 8460 7266.

National /regional news
Nominate for the Social Change Awards
The Social Change Awards are for all those working to achieve a positive change in society. If you know an individual, charity or community group, who deserves recognition for their work in making things happen, nominate them on the Social Change website. The nomination for others closes on 3rd September and the nomination for yourself or your organisation closes on 10 September.

Nottingham CVS demonstrates value to economy of vibrant third sector

Nottingham CVS has published an eye-catching report showing the contribution of the voluntary and community sector to Nottingham. The report is worth a look. It uses punchy headlines, imaginative graphics and is easy to read.
Research commissioned by Nottingham CVS and carried out by Aspiren Ltd estimates the contribution of the third sector to Nottingham's economy as £227m. That's equivalent to the value of 19 Nottingham Forest football clubs!
The research also found that volunteers were working the equivalent of 649 full-time jobs for Nottingham. If the city paid them a wage, it would cost £14m. 
The report has just launched and you can view a copy here 
Offscreen Expedition UK in its first week
On July 11, twenty young creatives from Pakistan began a journey of a lifetime. Their mission? To explore what life is really about in the UK. 
Their experiences will be broadcast online to thousands of schools across Pakistan and the Middle East via the British Councils Connecting Classrooms initiative. Offscreen Expeditions is an education programme dedicated to creating greater understanding between young people in the UK and the Muslim world. For the past three years, Offscreen Expeditions have organised educational journeys between the Islamic World and the UK, in order to create a legacy of cultural understanding and create genuinely 'Global Citizens' of the future.

You can watch as the journey unfolds on the Offscreen website  or follow Bold's Offscreen blog

Jobs

Bexley and Bromley Advocacy

We are an innovative advocacy project working with people with a learning disability and/or autism. We have the following exciting opportunity to support self advocates

Person Centred Planning/Support Planning Co ordinator

£27,227 fulltime 35 hours per week & 6% pension

Ref: PCP  Closing date 9 August 2010

We are looking for an enthusiastic, organised person to build on person centred planning and develop support planning for people with a learning disability in Bromley. A good understanding of the principles of PCP and support planning is essential to support people with personal budgets

Self Advocacy Supporter

£10,560 for 14 hours per week & 6% pension contribution

Ref: SAS    Closing date: 9 August 2010

Bromley Sparks is a voice for people with a learning difficulty in Bromley 

Do you understand the importance of people speaking up for themselves?

Support members to develop their project and work with other self advocacy groups 

 A good understanding of the principles of self advocacy is essential

Volunteer Treasurer

We are looking for a Treasurer to work with the Management Committee.  This is a great opportunity to use your financial skills to support us to run this vital and rewarding project.  For an informal discussion please call the Chief Executive 

For more information and an application pack call:  020 8300 9666 or Email: info@bbadvocacy.org www.bbadvocacy.org
National /regional events
Grassroots action awards - nominations for 2010 
This award seeks to recognise through nominations and selection from a panel of specialists, the achievements of local lead grassroots based organisations and social entrepreneurs: individuals who have been in the forefront of championing social change, and improvement in the quality of lives by actions that have made everlasting impact at the community level. Nominate from eight categories. Nominations close on 4th September 2010 at 5pm. Nomination form click here. More information about the Awards programme click here
Grassroots Action Awards is a London Centre for Social Impact (LCSI) initiative.
Are you looking to improve the way you work with and influence the new Government? 
‘A Day in the Life’ is NCVO’s unique work shadowing scheme which gives you the chance to step into the shoes of a civil servant for the day and see how the ‘other side’ operates. Lots of government departments are involved in the scheme this year, including DCLG, Defra, Home Office and the Ministry of Justice.

The shadowing scheme will give you a rare opportunity to gain a first-hand impression of the civil service and how it works, as well as a chance to feed in the importance of the work that your organisation is doing in a return visit to your workplace.

After completing a short application form outlining the work that you do and what you'd like to gain from participating in the scheme, successful applicants will be paired up with a civil servant from government. All shadowing visits will take place during September 2010.

Travel bursaries of up to £100 are available for applicants from small organisations based outside of London.

For more information on the scheme and to apply online please visit www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/workshadowing.

Funding News

Funding, contracts and cuts round up
Added or updated on the legal update website for voluntary organisations

· Dealing with cuts and their impact: a list of new resources including cuts websites, a policy briefing on the Coalition and the third sector, and a briefing on how to use the Compact, public law and equality law to challenge cuts.

www.sandy-a.co.uk/managing.htm#challengingcuts
· New commissioning and procurement guidance from the National Audit Office and Department of Health.

www.sandy-a.co.uk/managing.htm#publicservicesdelivery
· New remedies when challenging how public sector contracts are awarded.

www.sandy-a.co.uk/managing.htm#remediesdirective
· BIS beginner’s guide to state aid – could be important for any organisation that gets subsidies, preferential loans or asset transfers below market value from public sector bodies.

www.sandy-a.co.uk/managing.htm#stateaid
or go direct to http://tinyurl.com/2wm3vhn 

Best Practice, Services, Goods and offers

Website Offering Community Sector Rooms for Hire
Mycommunityspace is a place for community and voluntary sector organisations to find or advertise premises for hire.

Whether you’re after long-term office space or a room for a one-off event, you’ll find it on MyCommunitySpace.  They also offer free advice and resources on all aspects of finding and managing premises. For further information, please contact 020 7837 7887.
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