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Dear Colleague,

Here is a round up of local news, events and courses with a couple of funding opportunities with short deadlines…and an offer of free paint for a local group.

All the best
Philippa
Philippa Leary

Membership, Information and Communications Officer
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Local News

Bromley Council publishes its expenditure 

Part of the coalition agreement was legislation to make councils publish details of their expenditure over £500. Following the lead of the Department of Communities and Local Government, Bromley council is one of a small group of councils who have already begun to publish their expenditure. 

Bromley has published information for June 2010 and July 2010 in both pdf and csv (a basic spreadsheet) versions. The information is presented in three formats: 

1. Totals: - the total amount of the payments (that is all the payments added together to make one total) made to each supplier for the month, sorted by greatest amount first. 
2. Payments: Shows the individual payments making up the totals, listed alphabetically by supplier. Some suppliers have several entries. 
3. Invoices: Provides details of the invoices, which led to the payments, listed alphabetically by supplier. This includes information on what they relate to in very general terms - maintenance or domiciliary care and the portfolio and service area within the portfolio. 

Some of the descriptions are clear but others may not be very meaningful to the lay reader. The information relates to payments made in that month - so in some cases, it will be a regular monthly payment, in other cases, it may be a quarterly payment and in others, it may be an annual or a one off payment. The published information does not distinguish between these different payments. The tables do not give these details. Some suppliers seem to generate many invoices for sums for a wide range of amounts, others have a very few for substantial sums. The tables do make clear what accounts for these differences. Some suppliers also have significantly more invoices than payments so payments may be covering several invoices. Many entries are Redacted – a total of nearly £40,000 in June) – details of the recipient removed. There is no explanation of why this has been done. (Other authorities explain this as being payments to foster carers (individuals) and other payments where publication would lead to breaching an individual’s privacy.) 

Follow the links below:
· June payments 

· July payments 
As well as this, all Bromley Contracts over £50,000 are listed on an external website Capital Ambition. In fact, it appears that many other contracts well below the £50,000 threshold are also here (possibly all contracts). You can search by organisation or use a keyword using the search button. Results are listed by contract number not alphabetically by supplier. You can also see a whole list by clicking search with no keyword but this produces hundreds of results, all listed by contact number. The entry for each contract gives detail of the annual and total value, the supplier, the start and end dates and contact details.

Don’t lose your right to vote, register now  
Every year at this time, the Council delivers a form to all households in the borough so that it can update residents’ details on the electoral register. It is a common misconception that paying council tax means you can vote in elections automatically. It doesn’t; you must be on the register. But there are other reasons to register. For example, did you know that most credit agencies check the electoral register before granting credit?

Registering is quick and easy. If you have no changes you can register online, call freephone 0800 197 7697 or, for the first time this year, text confirmation to 80212, all using the two part code on the form. If you need to make changes (or the information on your form is correct, but you can’t or prefer not to use the internet/telephone), please follow the instructions on the form.  

Last year, 97.38% of households eligible to vote registered - the third highest in London. And approximately 30,000 people used the more efficient online and freephone methods to register no changes, saving the Council and taxpayers money. 

If you haven’t received a form by the end of September or can’t find the original, you can either download one from the Council’s website or call 020 8313 4364 to request another. If you do not register online, by freephone or text, and your form hasn’t been collected by 15 October, please return it to Electoral Services, Bromley Council, Civic Centre, Stockwell Close, Bromley BR1 3UH.
Local events
Disability Voice open meeting – please note revised date

Date: Wednesday 15 September 2010

Venue: Community House, Bromley

Disability Voice Bromley invite you to an open meeting on September 15th at Community House, Bromley, to discuss the healthcare and support that people with physical disabilities and sensory impairments in the Borough need to live full lives.

This meeting is one way that the Primary Care Trust and Council are collecting our views to be presented in the Annual Public Health Report for 2011.

So if you would like to put your views forward, please contact Joanna Frizelle on 0844 330 4578 (she will ring you back to keep call charges down) or email: Joanna Frizelle Remember to make your views count!

Bromley LINk - 2nd Annual General Meeting 

Date: Thursday 16th September, 11am-2pm

Venue: Bromley Library, in central Bromley
The meeting is be open to the general public as well as LINk members, so please do invite anyone else that you think may be interested. The theme for the meeting will be Hospital Discharge, and there will also be a chance for you to have your say on any other health or social care issues that matter to you. More information on the agenda, will be published shortly, in the mean time please contact Sam Paice to confirm if you will be attending, to help the team get an idea of numbers tel: 020 8315 1981 mob: 07814 701 992.

Local Training

Mottingham Community Learning Shop – upcoming events

In addition to the regular programme of drop in surgeries and courses, the Shop is planning the following training
· Quilting and sewing

· In your prime – activities for older adults

· Save a life – Adult

· Save a life - Child

· Basic IT

· Food Safety

· Jewellery making

· Employability Skills

Please contact the team at the shop for more information on 020 8860 1150.
Cotmandene Community Resource Centre – upcoming courses

Free courses and events programme, available from the website. Please note that courses are for over 19s only (except family courses). Priority for courses given to local people who live in BR5 or BR6 area, otherwise clients must be London Borough of Bromley Residents. Visit www.bromley.gov.uk
Do you run self-management courses for people with long-term health conditions?

Sandra Christmas, Administrator on the Expert Patient Programme organised by Bromley’s PCT, would like to find out what other self-management courses are offered to people within the borough who have long term or chronic health conditions.

She says about the type of course she is looking for, “Self-management courses are not educational for a specific health condition. They aim to raise self-esteem, and self-confidence. People with long-term health conditions face many similar issues such as fatigue, pain, depression or just getting ‘the blues’.
“Other topics that can be covered in a self management course are: nutrition, relaxation, exercise, problem solving and action planning techniques. The aim is to take control of the long term or chronic condition and empower individuals to take the decisions that affect their lives.” 

If you are running courses that cover any of these aspects, please contact Sandra by email sandra.christmas@bromleypct.nhs.uk or telephone or 020 8662 6693
National /regional news

Equity and excellence: Liberating the NHS 

Stephen Blann, Policy and Networks Officer at Community Links Bromley reviews the new NHS white paper containing a number of proposals for change.

This briefing covers the headline issues and issues for the voluntary sector. It looks at  the content of the main white paper in more detail followed by the accompanying consultations. 
The white paper has a number of themes:

1. Extending choice
2. Patient involvement
3. Outcomes Framework / Commissioning
4. Regulation
5. Local authorities’ new functions
6. Proposals for legislation and an implementation timetable 

There are also four separate consultation documents to support it covering: 

1. Commissioning for patients 

2. Local democratic legitimacy in the NHS
3. Regulating Healthcare providers
4. Transparency in outcomes - a framework for the NHS
Run a technology taster session to support digital inclusion week for older people 

Online registration is now open for ‘itea and biscuits week 2010’ and Age UK would like to invite community organisations and groups to participate in the week by running a technology taster session. Participation is a great way to ensure that older people in your community can continue to access the diverse range of resources available and participate in local activities. Read more and register. 

National/regional events

Free workshop - Marketing to the public sector 

Date: Thursday 2 September 2010

Time: 5.30 – 8.00pm (registration from 5.15)

Venue: City Business Library, EC2V 7HH

This workshop provides you with an action plan and knowledge to help you address the challenges and perceived barriers to entry to the public sector marketplace. The action plan you produce will help you maximise your chances of winning new business.

Workshop content:

· What organisations make up the “public sector” so that you can develop a targeted approach 

· Understanding the “jargon”  and current policy agendas so that you understand and can relate to your future public sector clients 

· The different buying processes used in the public sector for small and large opportunities and the procurement lifecycle 

· How to identify leads that might not go out to formal tender 

· E-portals and websites to register on for opportunities 

· Who to talk to, what to say: effective strategies to use to build relationships with your target  buyer 

· Policies and other organisational arrangements required especially for larger value contracts 

· Setting a realistic action plan to assist with your company’s growth , as well as where to find support 

This workshop is aimed at business owners, managers and business development managers within an organisation and is aimed at helping you understand how to find smaller opportunities typically below £100k.

To book your place please email company name, business sector, delegate name, contact telephone number to Samantha.peart@pera.com. As spaces are limited, we can only accept one booking per company.
Jobs

Strategic Development Officer - (Children & Young People)

NJC pay scales grade SO2 pt32 - 34 (£30,351- £31,935 incl ILW)

Hours are negotiable between 28-35, part time pro rata (ideally 35 hrs)

This post is on a fixed term contract until 31 December 2010 but may be extended once we are able to ascertain whether longer term funding for the post will be made available.

Voluntary Action Lewisham (VAL) is the Council for Voluntary Service supporting charitable organisations in the Voluntary and Community Sector.

 An experienced person is required to take lead strategic responsibility for the provision of specialist information, support and consultancy to voluntary organisations working with children and young people within the London Borough of Lewisham. The post holder will act as a conduit for communication working in partnership with Lewisham’s Children & Young People’s Directorate in order to facilitate the overall aim of improving life chances for children and young people.

An enhanced CRB check will be required.
Closing date: 5pm Thursday 19 August 2010

Interviews26 August 2010

For further information and application form go to www.valewisham.org.uk or phone Sheila on 020 8314 9411, quoting ref:  CYP.
Funding News

Promote your organisation for free and get ready to compete for contracts

LVSC is now offering support for voluntary and community organisations to register on CompeteFor, the free on-line service that enables businesses to complete for contract opportunities linked to the London 2012 Games and other major public and private sector buying organisations, such as Transport for London (TfL) , Crossrail and the Metropolitan Police.

The next free training session guiding organisations through the registration process and helping with all the policies needed to complete a full business profile takes place on 18th August.

There are only limited places available so to avoid disappointment register your interest now by e-mailing Karin Podschun karin@lvsc.org.uk
Partners wanted - providers of services/activities for young people

FaithAction is currently looking to pull together a consortium of providers to bid for the National Citizen Service Pilots that the Office of Civil Society launched on 1st August 2010.
The national citizenship service programme launched by the Office of Civil Society on 1st August 2010 aims to pilot programmes that would run throughout the country to promote:

· A more cohesive society by mixing participants of different backgrounds

· A more responsible society by supporting the transition into adulthood for young people

· A more engaged society by enabling young people to work together to create social action projects in their local communities

FaithAction is looking to pull together a consortium of FaithAction members and other provider organisations that are currently running programmes and activities for young people aged between 16-18 years old.
If you are interested, or if you have further questions, please contact us as soon as possible. Please call Felicity Holland on 0845 094 6350 immediately or e-mail felicity.holland@faithaction.net
Contract Notice - Orpington: Specialist Community Neuro-Rehabilitation Service

The PCT seeks providers with experience and competency to provide neuro-rehabilitation services to patients in the community. The provider will need to demonstrate their ability to ensure that this new service is integrated with the existing services provided in the borough to facilitate smooth patient progression through the pathway and reduce duplication of services. 

Short Deadline: 1/09/10

Register at www.supply2.gov.uk to find out more.

Natwest Community Fund

Nominations are open for the Natwest Community Fund, which aims to support local charities across Britain. Both customers and non-customers of Natwest are allowed to nominate a local charity, and can do this by submitting their nomination either online or through a local branch.

The money awarded from the Community Fund must be used to benefit the local community. The money cannot be used to pay the bills of a charity or project. The charity/project will have to provide details of how the money will be used if they are shortlisted. Additionally evidence of how the money has been spent will need to be provided after the awards have been made.

There is £5,000 available for each local area. The charity/project that receives the most votes will be awarded £3,000 with the two runners up each receiving £1,000. The deadline for nominations is 20 August 2010, and the voting period will open in October. 

https://communityfund.natwest.com/Nominate
Volunteer News

Big society and volunteering rethink 

Patrick Daniels, Head of User Involvement at YouthNet, gives his take on the latest Big Society developments, and how they might affect volunteering.

Volunteer Rights Inquiry

The majority of volunteer involving organisations across the borough recognise the value of their volunteers and treat them well. However, occasionally volunteers are taken for granted and nationally there is evidence of bullying and improper behaviour towards volunteers.

In recent years, there have been a number of high-profile national cases around volunteers being badly treated by organisations. From time to time, even here in Bromley, the Volunteer Centre has been contacted by members of the public raising concerns about their treatment by an organisation they have volunteered for.

So earlier this year, Volunteering England was prompted to undertake an independent Volunteering Rights Inquiry to find out more about the nature and scope of the problems. The interim report of its findings and recommendations with further questions for consultation on volunteering rights can be found at www.volunteering.org.uk.
The article makes very interesting reading and the webpage offers you the opportunity to respond further to the report by answering those consultation questions.

Several volunteer involving organisations across Bromley borough have already signed the London Volunteer Management Charter, showing their commitment to managing their volunteers well. If you would like to find out more about how the Volunteer Centre Bromley can support your organisation’s volunteer management programme please contact Hilary Bell on 020 8315 1912.

Olympic volunteers

With only two years left before the Olympic and Paralympic Games come to London, McDonalds has been confirmed as the volunteer presenting partner for London 2012. It will help recruit and train the 70,000 volunteers need to run the Games. Take a look to see how you can get involved.

Best Practice, Services, Goods and offers

Free Paint

Free paint available from a local painting and decorating firm called P J Harte, based in Hither Green. Apparently, they have a warehouse full of partly full or broken tins in various colours left over from decorating jobs, which they want to donate to local organisations.

If you are interested in taking up this generous offer, please contact Elizabeth Harte at the firm direct - her email is elizabeth@pjharte.co.uk
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