Dear Colleague,

Welcome to Community Links Bromley’s e-alert No. 6 n– local news, training and events
Welcome back to the first issue of the e-news alerts for September. This is a quick round up of local events, training and announcements.  Later on today there will be a further news alert with 5 job vacancies.  

There is also the first in our series of  e-news features for September – a  policy briefing on the Compact. Please note that this feature is a change to the published programme - for those waiting for the Funding News special, it has been postponed to 30th September to tie in with our Meet the Funders event on 9th October.
1Local news


1E-news alert 6 – local news, training and events


1Community Links Bromley’s Annual Conference 2009


2Meet the Funders – CLB training event


2Expert By Experience Workshop conference


3Older Peoples Panel Meeting


3Credo’s annual exhibition of ceramics


3Discuss the Future of Bromley Learning Disability Forum


4Quiz in aid of Bromley Mind


4World’s Biggest Coffee Morning


4Bromley South Campaign


4Free Financial Advice Service


5Training


5New 6 week course for men - it’s local and FREE! Learn how to sing in 4 part harmony


5Mottingham Community and Learning Shop - Update September – additional course


5Cotmandene Community Resource Centre – September/October




Community Links Bromley’s Annual Conference 2009

Date: Wednesday 23 September 2009 
Venue: Oakley House, Bromley Common
Times:  Conference: 1.00 - 4.30pm
             AGM: 5pm
             Reception: 6pm

Just a reminder that there are only 11 days left to register for the workshops at this exciting event.  The response so far has been very positive particularly to our IT based workshops and outcomes monitoring and evaluation.  Some delegates have booked on for just one workshop; some are coming as part of a staff team.  So for those of you, who put off completing the registration form until after the summer holidays, please click on this link to download the booking form as places are limited.  

We now the following exhibitors confirmed in our marketplace for you to chat to if you were unable to attend the workshop; follow up queries, take away information, leaflets and give always.
 

· Safer Bromley Partnership

· Superhighways 

· London Borough of Bromley – providing general information from the Bromley Knowledge team, Legal and Democratic Services, Children’s Workforce Development  

· The Volunteer Centre Bromley,

· Children & Families Voluntary Sector Forum

· Bromley Primary Care Trust 

· Neighbourhood Watch Association 

· WRVS

· Community Engagement Forum

· Special Olympics

· London Region ICT (Lasa)

· Training information on courses being run by NCVO,LVSC, NAVCA as well as borough based training

Full details are on our website. 

Meet the Funders – CLB training event
Date: Friday 9 October 2009

Time:  9.30am – 2.15pm

Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley

This Meet the Funders events promises a full programme of speakers, workshops and opportunities to network with colleagues from the sector.  Following the presentation from each speaker, there will be a general question and answer session with the Grants Officers to sort out any queries you have relating to their fund. On arrival you will have the opportunity to sign up to the two workshops ‘Completing the Grassroots Grant Form for the  Capital Community Foundation’ and a ‘taster session of how to use the new Funding Central website’.
In session 1 the presentations are from: The Capital Community Foundation

(Ruth Renvoize, Grants Officer, Grassroots Grants), City Parochial Foundation and Trust for London (Austin Taylor-Laybourn, Field Officer) plus BBC Children in Need (Anna Thomas, Grants Officer).
In session 2 the presentations are from The City Bridge Trust (Ciaran Rafferty, Principal Grants Officer), NCVO - Funding Central Website (Graham Collins, Sustainable Funding Programme Manager, NCVO)

To complete the booking form, follow this link. 

Expert By Experience Workshop conference

Date: Monday 12 October 

Time: 10am to 2.30pm 

Venue: Civic Centre

As a result of Government policy, social care for adults is transforming into a more person-focused service. Change can be very positive if those affected, that is the 'experts by experience', have a real opportunity to say how services should develop in the future and how they want to be involved in the process. So if you currently use health and social care services, are a carer, may need services in the future, or are interested in working in partnership with the Council, you are invited to this workshop conference. This as a real opportunity for disabled people and their carers to help shape the future of Bromley's Social care.
Numbers are limited, so book your place by contacting the Disability Helpline between the 7th and 21st September, on the numbers below:

Telephone :020 8461 7777

SMS/mobile: 07908715749

Fax: 020 8313 4261

Textphone:  020 8464 7350

Older Peoples Panel Meeting

Date:  14th September 2009

Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley BR1 1RH

10-30am until 12-30pm followed by buffet lunch

Topic – hospital transport

Credo’s annual exhibition of ceramics 

Date: Thursday, 3rd September until Wednesday, 16th December 2009. 

Venue: Bromley Central Library, High Street, Bromley.

Time: During normal opening hours

The display cabinets will be full of hand-crafted ceramics made by Credo members during this year at their Orpington and Penge studios and they are even more amazing than before – if that’s possible!  Many pieces will be for sale too, so do come along and have a look. 

Credo members all live with the experience of mental ill health – through accident, illness or circumstances. By becoming involved with ceramics and developing or rediscovering their basic work skills, Credo members are rehabilitated back into work, further education/training or volunteering.

Discuss the Future of Bromley Learning Disability Forum
An invitation from Richard Lane, acting chair of the forum

Date:
Tuesday 15 September
Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley BR1 1RH

Times: 10am to 12 noon or 7pm to 9pm

Dear Friends,

The committee of the Bromley Learning Disability Forum (BLDF) would like to review how it is currently representing the views of people with a learning disability and those who care for them. It is a requirement of our funding arrangement with Bromley Council that we are effectively representing the views of our members and meeting the core aims of the Forum. We need your help and input to do this. Further details on the Forum can be found at www.bldf.org.uk 

To make sure we engage with our members, supporters and interested parties we are writing to invite you to an open and friendly meeting. Two meetings have been arranged as follows:

You only need to attend one of the meetings. We have arranged two meetings, to give you more opportunity to attend.

It is crucial that you make every effort to attend to guide and advise the Committee to make BLDF a more representative local Forum and ensure that there is a strong and vibrant Bromley Learning Disability Forum for the future.

Your attendance at one of the meetings will help to ensure that BLDF provides the support for current and future generations representing those with a learning disability and those who assist them.

Please confirm your attendance with Caroline Stone on 020 8466 0790 by 11th September.

Quiz in aid of Bromley Mind 

Date: Friday 2 October at 7.30

Venue: Stepping Stones, Masons Hill

Teams of 6 max, at £10 per person to include a fish and chip supper.

Application forms from diane.hatch@bromleymind.org.uk  Tel: 01689 603575

5 Station Road Orpington Kent.  BR6 0RZ

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning

Feel Good! On the 25th September be part of this year’s World’s Biggest Coffee Morning and help improve the lives of those living with cancer. Get your friends, family or colleagues together to share coffee and cake. And don’t forget to donate. Because every cup counts. Read more at macmillan.org.uk/coffee.

Macmillan has been very fortunate to have been chosen as one of the Glades charities from July – September and as part of that there are two “drop-in days” where people can come and find out more about World’s Biggest Coffee Morning or fundraising for Macmillan. Judy Spence, Fundraising Manager is trying to set up a new fundraising group in Bromley and is looking for volunteers to join that.  Please call 020 8222 9021 if you are interested or find out more at on Friday 11 September from 9-6pm in the atrium by Debenhams.

Bromley South Campaign

St Cecila’s, part of Leonard Cheshire Disability have launched a campaign for better access at Bromley South station. Read more
Free Financial Advice Service

As part of their continuing commitment to community service, The Access Organisation Disability Charity is now offering a free financial advice surgery on the last Friday of every month; commencing Friday 25th September. 

Dealing with financial issues including disability and related benefits and form filling can be a daunting process at the best of times, but when ill or disabled it can be difficult to know where to turn, what to do and how to complete the often overwhelming forms.

The Access Corporation has been helping people with disabilities since 1995 and is fully aware of the problems that disabled people face. They are delighted to have the services of a fully regulated adviser to help with all aspects of financial and disability benefit advice.

If you would like more information, or wish to book an appointment with the adviser; please telephone Teresa on 0208 300 8008.

Training

New 6 week course for men - it’s local and FREE! Learn how to sing in 4 part harmony

Dates: Thursday 1st October – Thursday 12th November 2009

Time: 1 and a quarter hour sessions commencing at 7pm.

Want to sing? Want to harmonise?  A regular singer? Bromley’s Kentones Chorus will start a 6 week harmony singing course for men in the Barbershop style. Aimed at regular singers and newcomers.

What you’ll get for FREE

1.  6 Hours of 4-part harmony tuition

2. including basic vocal technique

3. ‘Fast-track’ voice-part teaching-tape

4. Sheet music

5. The satisfaction of learning songs

6.  ‘Tag-singing’ sessions. Just for fun!

7. Demonstrations

Call now on 0208 8575273 or email us your address and telephone number to colin.couves@ntlworld.com
Mottingham Community and Learning Shop - Update September – additional course

Time to Talk

Dates: Monday 5 October

Time: 12.45 - 2.45pm

Parenting class to help parents find out about resources that can help; tackle discussions like sex and relationship education; develop confidence to initiate conversations with your children about the changes and challenges that growing up brings.

Cotmandene Community Resource Centre – September/October

There are places available on the following new FREE courses:

Fit for Life for over 50s 

Dates: 8 September - 24 November

Time: 2-4pm

Anxiety Management

Dates: 18 September - 23 October

Time: 10 - 11.30am

Beginners IT

Dates: 18 September - 23 October

Time: 10am - 12.00pm

Literacy Workshop

Dates: 25 September - ongoing

Time: 12.30 - 2.30pm

Getting Started with Computers

Dates: 29 September - 17 November

Time: 10.30 - 12.30am

Please note that courses for over 19s only except family courses. 
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