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Local news

Message from Bromley Sparks

Bromley Sparks are selling Christmas cards at Community House again this year. Please buy your cards at the shop and let others know too. Last year we sold out and would like to do it again this year! The shop is open Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm in the Community House café. Thanks for your support from the fundraising team at Bromley Sparks.
GO BACK
Integrated Working Update

The Children’s Workforce Development Council has recently developed a self assessment toolkit. Its aim is to help Children's Trusts establish the progress they have made in establishing a CYP workforce that is reformed and integrated. The toolkit should be available to all local authorities by November 2008 and using the criteria found in the “one children’s workforce framework”, will assess the whole of the CYP workforce, including the private, voluntary and independent sectors.
The toolkit will establish those areas for potential improvements, and thus focus any development activity on the areas that are likely to have the greatest positive impact on ‘Every Child Matters’ outcomes and the CYP Plan.
Jill Fuller and Tracy Dolby will be leading this initiative in Bromley and will be contacting all sectors of the CYP workforce over the coming months in order to gather evidence. This will range from the use of simple questionnaires to focus groups or larger workshops. If you would like further information please contact either Jill or Tracy on 020 8313 4042/4170.

GO BACK
Updates from Bromley Community Engagement forum (BCEF) 

Great news, the BCEF is now on the web. The site will be undergoing construction in the coming months, but please visit as the site will contain postings of information about what’s going on in Bromley and updates on what the BCEF is up to. You can now find the forum at www.bcef.org.uk.

The BCEF next meets 10th November at 7pm, Great Hall, Civic Centre. The theme for this meeting is Safety of Older People and how to keep healthy! Full details under the local events section. Judith Cross, one of our executives and member of the Darwin SNP, has been appointed lead for Safer Neighbourhoods within the BCEF. She will be in touch with individual panel chairs soon.
GO BACK
Report back on Biggin Hill Youth Day (6 June 08)
Writes Howard Clark (Chairman of BCEF)
Members manned a stall at the Biggin Hill Youth Day (organised by Colin Hitchins, Chief Executive of Air Displays International) to encourage young people to participate in their Safer Neighbourhood Panels; to raise awareness of their Police Teams and, through a questionnaire, to ascertain where/why they feel vulnerable and collect their suggestions on how to address these concerns.
Over 540 young people, aged 14-18, met careers teams and the emergency services the day before the Biggin Hill International Air Fair and were given free access to the show. Youths had the opportunity to have a go in the simulators, see the arriving display aircraft, meet some of the crews serving with the RAF frontline squadrons and see a road traffic accident demonstration by the Police, Fire Brigade and Ambulance Service, as well as participate in a number of other activities throughout the day.  The team created a questionnaire, which enabled us to collect information that mattered to the young people of Bromley, to assist the Partnership in creating a safer Bromley for everyone. In exchange for the views of the young people, the BCEF also ran a competition to win an IPod, which was won by a pupil from Langley Park Boys in Beckenham.

Some of the suggestions collected from the questionnaire to improve the local area are:

“More activities; more police patrols, especially on less common roads; sports tournament in local parks; get the community together to discuss issues; more clubs; more regular buses/village buses; more PCSOs, youth clubs, somewhere safe to go and stay off streets; more drugs education; more cameras; better street lighting, not orange bulbs but bright; something for young people as clubs are expensive; lots of graffiti means high crime; stop youngsters carrying knives; would like to know what is going on/have a local Police office; cut speed on cars; more to do in Biggin Hill.”
The next youth event that the BCEF will undertake is a Bromley Youth Conference on Friday 27 February for Year 9s at the Churchill Theatre. The event will be called "The Bromley Youth Factor"!! Schools will be contacted shortly, but for more information contact Amanda Evans on 020 8658 7168 or email: BromleyCEF@aol.com.
GO BACK
Christmas Day lunch

A number of churches, organisations and individuals organise lunch and entertainment for people who live in the borough of Bromley and who will be on their own on Christmas Day. Anyone who will benefit from company on Christmas Day is welcome as a guest.

Places at the lunch will be allocated on a strictly first come, first served basis and completed guest registration forms should be returned as soon a possible. In order to help the organisers finalise the details organisations forms must be returned by Monday 1st December at the latest.

It would be appreciated if guests, who are able to, particularly if living in Bromley town, provide their own transport. There are a limited number of mini buses available so again transport will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. Details of transport arrangements will be provided about a week before Christmas.
Contact: Alan Girvin on 01689 829064 for more information and a copy of the guest registration forms.
GO BACK
Bromley not eco-friendly with largest carbon footprint in London

Reprinted from the New Shopper

Households in Bromley generate more carbon emissions per person than in any other borough across the capital. According to the latest figures released by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the borough of Bromley was responsible for 806,000 tonnes of household CO2 emissions in 2006 with the average resident releasing 2.69 tonnes of the gas per year.

The London Assembly member for the Green Party, Darren Johnson, is calling on the Mayor of London Boris Johnson to tackle the borough’s domestic carbon footprint.

He said: “Bromley’s emissions are extremely disappointing.

“Climate change in the borough must be managed quickly and effectively, if the Mayor’s target of cutting London’s CO2 emissions by 60 per cent by 2025 is to be met.

“London’s homes are responsible for more than a third of the capital’s total emissions, so tackling domestic emissions is vital.”
(Editor’s note: if you want to raise this issue or any other with the Mayor or the London Assembly at People’s Question Time, [Churchill Theatre, 6th November – see local events section] – you can email your question to this email address. Some questions submitted in advance will be asked on the night. Any questions not answered on the night will be responded to afterwards.)
GO BACK
Local Scouts set up hotline

Interest in Scouting is on the increase * so much so that Greater London South East Scouts have launched a new phone hotline where both young people and adults can register their interest in joining. Covering the boroughs of Bromley and Bexley, the Scout County has provided this new way to access volunteering opportunities.
County Secretary Les Dobbs said "We have over 100 scout groups within the two boroughs and many parents and children want to get involved. The new hotline will enable us to respond more effectively to enquiries. Caller’s details will be logged and then passed to the commissioner of the District in which the caller resides to follow up on a personal basis.
“We are particularly keen to get more adult volunteers working with our local groups as shortage of adult help is one of the reasons preventing some young people from taking advantage of the adventure and challenge that Scouting has to offer. You don’t have to take on the commitment of being a uniformed leader; there are many other opportunities to act as a helper in a section, provide administrative support or pass on your skills and share information about a hobby."

The new hotline number is 08444 142769. (*source: 2008 National Scout Census)
GO BACK
Relate Bromley
Writes Mary Blair, Centre Manager

At our 63rd AGM, [Tuesday 11 November 2008] we will be featuring a presentation on the innovative ‘Mediation with a Counsellor Service’ for homelessness prevention

This service combines the principles of mediation with a therapeutic approach and works directly with clients to address underlying conflicts and strengthen relationships. This approach enables clients to negotiate their own workable solutions, reduce the likelihood of homelessness due to the breakdown in family relationships and ensure that resolutions reached are more sustainable into the future. Relate is UK’s largest provider of relationship counselling. All sorts of people come to Relate to understand what’s going on in their relationship and change things for the better.

The evening at Community House, will commence with a short Annual General Meeting followed by refreshments after the presentation. Follow this link for details of the AGM.
GO BACK
Council support for Bromley Citizens Advice Bureau

The Citizen’s Advice Bureau in Bromley was awarded a new three-year contract at the Council’s Executive on 7 October to ensure this valuable and independent advice service will continue to be made available to residents across the borough to ensure the service continues to operate out of three branches across Bromley.
Said Councillor Arthur, Executive Councillor for Adult and Community Services: “This is a great example of effective partnership working between the Council and Bromley Citizens Advice Bureau. This voluntary organisation is widely recognised by our residents as an organisation they know and trust to give comprehensive, up to date advice and information about issues that affect their lives. As such we are delighted to be able to work with and support the CAB in Bromley.”
Joyce Sutton Chairman of Bromley Citizen Advice Bureau commented, “We at CAB are pleased with the partnership we have with the Council and are very grateful for their support in the last few months which have been challenging for us as an organisation. We will continue to provide a service to the residents of Bromley through the excellent volunteers who work in the bureaux.
“As a member of the National Association of Citizen’s Advice Bureaux, we are in a position to draw on a national framework not available to private organisations. We can help Bromley’s residents access effective support and advice on a range of issues such as benefit entitlement, housing etc - this in turn can have a positive impact on so many aspects of life in the borough. Knowing that we have this three year contract means that we can play our part in offering immediate practical help and advice in what we all know will be a difficult period for many in the borough.”

GO BACK
Advocacy First Burglary
A two foot by two foot safe containing £750, as well as two laptops, a camera and a key box, were taken by burglars who also damaged a window and a door. The majority of the money stolen has been collected from various fundraising activities. As the chair Irving Radnow commented, “I think it’s completely and utterly disgraceful. We have volunteers who go out and raise money for us.
“I feel sorry for them and for the people who gave money. The people hurt in the end are the clients who need the services we provide so badly”.

Advocacy First works with vulnerable people coming out of hospital, anyone over 50 needing care and those suffering from dementia. It also works with people who need help expressing their views and wishes with health authorities and at council meetings. The group has insurance to cover the cash and equipment but is struggling to pay well over a thousand pounds to install new safety measures.
back to contents
National News
Have your say on policing in London

The Metropolitan Police Authority is consulting on London’s policing priorities for 2010/11. Click on this link to take part in a short consultation questionnaire or call 020 7202 0063 before 1 December 2008.

GO BACK
Compact Voice questionnaire on future of the Compact

Compact Voice has launched a nationwide survey to explore the views of the sector on the future of the Compact. This is a unique opportunity to shape the future of the Compact and ensure that it is as relevant and powerful as possible. Compact Voice urge everyone in the voluntary and community sector to respond.

For further information, you can download the information pack, ‘Framing the Debate’ at www.compactvoice.org.uk. Please complete the questionnaire before 10 November 2008.
GO BACK
Safeguarding Adults – review

A consultation on the Review of the 'No Secrets' Guidance (on keeping adults safe, issued in 2000) has been launched by the Department of Health, the Home Office and the Ministry of Justice. The review has been prompted by changes in the Government's vision, identified weaknesses and to examine the case for legislative change. There are questions for a wide range of stakeholders; from lawyers and social workers to the public and service users. The deadline for responses is 31st January 2009. Follow this link to the consultation.
GO BACK
Government to fund new sector skills body

The Government is to fund a new independent third sector skills body to the tune of two and a half million pounds over the next three years, with its board representing sector employers. Many other employment sectors have had specialist sector skills bodies –such as care and construction. This new body means that the third sector now has a sector skills body designed to meet its specific needs. It will be jointly financed by the Office of the Third Sector and the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills, and will pull together the work of other sector skills councils to open up learning opportunities for third sector paid and voluntary staff. The existing Skills for Justice will act as an incubator body to get it off the ground. For more information see the Cabinet Office website.

GO BACK
Healthcare Commission report – ratings of NHS trusts

Results from the Healthcare Commission's Annual Health Check, were released last week. They rate each NHS trust – hospitals and primary care trusts according to quality of service delivered and their use of resources, and give one of four ratings – weak, fair, good and excellent for each. Bromley Hospitals trust and Bromley PCT both receive fair ratings for quality of service. View the report.
GO BACK
Count Me In – involving beneficiaries and users in campaigning

NCVO has a specialist team for Campaigning Effectiveness. After consulting with campaigners from across the sector, they have developed a resource to support and inspire organisations and campaigners in involving beneficiaries and users in campaign work. It draws on lessons from real campaigns including Speaking Up, Leonard Cheshire Disability and Merton Parents for Better Food in Schools.
Visit the NCVO website for further information and resources.
GO BACK
Sustainable Communities Act
Sustainable Communities Act comes into force in October. The purpose of this is to allow local citizens and community groups to work together with local and central government to make local communities more sustainable. It is not obligatory until local authorities and others opt in – once they do opt in they have an obligation to co-operate with communities to make local areas more sustainable; including decisions over allocation of resources and procurement. A wide range of consumer, campaigning and third sector organisations are supporting the campaign for public bodies to opt in as part of the Local Works coalition. More details are available from http://www.localworks.org or you can contact the co-ordinator, Steve Shaw on 020 7278 4443. The coalition letter that will be sent to all council leaders in October is also available on the website. [620 Kb PDF format]
GO BACK
Changes to the Benefit System
As a result of new laws to overhaul the Benefits System, from November 24th lone parents whose children are aged 12 and over will move from Income Support and onto Jobseekers Allowance, if they are capable of work, or Employment and Support Allowance if they cannot work because they have a disability or health condition. The government intends to expand this move to lone parents with children on 10 and over from 2009 and to lone parents with children aged seven and over from 2010.

The new benefit Employment and Support Allowance will be introduced on 27th October. From the autumn a programme to test new ways of helping people with mental health conditions stay in work is to be piloted in London [view press release]. Increased funding through the ‘Access to Work’ scheme will be used to support people with mental health conditions either already in work and experiencing difficulty or those about to enter employment and their employers.

Related link Funding news section – new government funding for unemployed
GO BACK
Improving access to psychological therapies
The programme aims to provide better access to psychological therapies for people who require the help of mental health services. In this way, it should improve the health and well-being of people with “common” mental health problems such as anxiety and depression. The programme is a high priority in the Department of Health and has strong support from the Secretary of State, Alan Johnson. The London Development Centre is delivering the £49 million London programme, ‘Working for Wellness’.

In 2009 the project will be recruiting over 240 new trainers across London with full salaries and training in psychological therapies. In order to publicise the programme they want to do a series of road shows covering the key points of the programme and the opportunities to become a trainee. The road shows can come to existing networks and meetings, so they can be slotted into programmes or agenda.

GO BACK
Just Space - a new network and an event on the London Plan
The Mayor of London is currently consulting on the changes that he wants to make to the London Plan, the overarching planning document for London. Just Space, a network of VCS organisations that work together to influence planning in London, is holding a meeting to help you to respond to the consultation document ‘Better Planning for London’.
LVSC, working as a member of the Just Space Network based at London Civic Forum has produced a briefing to help VCS organisations see how the London Plan affects them and to help them get involved in the consultation. Download the PDF here. [167 Kb]
There is a ‘Better Planning for London’ event taking place on Monday, 3rd November at the Resource Centre, 356 Holloway Road N7 6PA between 2pm – 5pm [see events outside Bromley]. 

back to contents
Local voluntary sector jobs

Race on the Agenda (ROTA) - Chief Executive, Company Secretary
Race on the Agenda (ROTA) is London’s leading social policy think-tank focusing on issues affecting Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) communities and the Third Sector that serves them. We are committed to working towards achieving social justice and the elimination of discrimination and promoting  human rights, diversity, equality of opportunity and best practice.
Chief Executive, Company Secretary: £44,144-

£47,657 (NJC scale PO7 50-54), 5% pension. 

ROTA is looking for an ambitious and dynamic person with a strong grasp of strategic planning and policy development. You will have a good understanding of race issues, and the ability to work with diverse BAME communities and organisations. You will have management and fundraising experience. Excellent communication, teamwork, organisational and problem-solving skills are key, as is the vision to raise the profile

of the organisation.
To lead ROTA in influencing current and future social policy to the benefit of London’s equality and human rights third sector, in particular the Black Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) third sector and the communities they represent. To oversee and manage all

ROTA’s finances. 
To oversee and manage all ROTA’s staff and volunteers. To undertake all duties and responsibilities within the context of ROTA's Equal opportunities policy.

We are recruiting this post at an exciting time of growth for ROTA.
Closing Date for applications: 30th October 2008 10:00am. 
Successful candidates will be notified on 6th November 2008 to attend an interview on 10th November 2008. 
Applications received after the deadline will not be considered.

Further information and application pack: Saifur Valli Saifur@rota.org.uk: 020 7729 1310

You can also download the application pack from www.rota.org.uk

GO BACK


GREENWICH ASSOCIATION OF DISABLED PEOPLE

Personal Assistants Agency 
AGENCY MANAGER DESIGNATE

Initial Salary £26,000 to £28,000 with the potential to achieve up to £32,000
(Re-advert – previous applicants need not re-apply).

GAD is a locally based charity that runs a very busy Registered Domiciliary Agency which has a three star excellent rating. We are seeking a self-motivated person who will become the Registered Manager within approx. six months, able to maintain the high standards GAD and our clients expect.

A recognised management qualification is essential, as is proven management and financial experience, excellent interpersonal skills, knowledge of the Care Standards Act, and its requirements of domiciliary agencies; as well as excellent IT skills. 
Ideally you will be a disabled person, with the ability to work within a senior management team, and be able and willing to be involved in strategic and policy development for the organisation.

We will provide you with the opportunity for development within a learning organisation. This full-time post that gives you the potential to gain experience across the gamut of management.

Application packs are available from:

Mrs D.M. Johnson, Agency Manager, Greenwich Association of Disabled People, The Forum @ Greenwich, Trafalgar Road, London SE10 9EQ.

On-line from agency@gad.org.uk

All applications must be on the GAD application form provided.  

Closing date: 10th November 2008

GO BACK
The Access Corporation – Disability Adviser 

Disability Adviser – due to continued expansion, The Access Corporation, based in Orpington are looking for individuals who have experience of a disability from a personal perspective to join our dedicated and committed teams. 

Salary to be negotiated depending on experience. 

We are also looking for volunteers to support our community efforts. Apply, in writing to PO Box 864, Bromley, Kent, BR1 9BQ or via email to admin@accesscorporation.co.uk

CarePlus – 2 posts
Chairman
CarePlus, a small charity supported by six churches that helps older people in north and central Bromley through a team of volunteers, seeks a Chairman to grow the organisation to meet local demand for non-specialist care (mainly escorted trips to hospital, shopping and befriending).

Estimated time commitment: 2 days/month, including up to six meetings each year with dedicated team of trustees. Expenses covered.

Length of office: CarePlus is looking for a Chairman to hold office for 3-5 years.

For more information, please contact: Jane Farrer, 30 Cedar Road, Bromley BR1 3BZ Tel: 020 8290 4992. 

Co-ordinator 

CarePlus, is also recruiting a Co-ordinator of Volunteers to ensure that older people who are at risk of loneliness and preventable ill health, receive regular social contact, shopping and driving/escorting to medical appointments. The role involves building and strengthening a pool of volunteers, co-ordinating their work so that CarePlus’ clients get the help they need at the right time and keeping in touch with churches and voluntary sector organisations in central Bromley to ensure they are kept aware of the work of CarePlus. This is an opportunity for someone who is a ‘people person’ and a good organiser. 1 year contract with probationary period of three months. Could be extended after successful completion of initial year. 15 hours per week / £8 per hour.

If you would like more information about this role, please call Jane Farrer Tel: 020 8290 4992

To apply, please write enclosing an up-to-date CV to Jane Farrer, 30 Cedar Road, Bromley BR1 3BZ

Deadline for applications: Friday 28 November.

back to contents
Funding news
New Community Grants

Community Grants is a new programme which aims to support small voluntary and community organisations to engage with local communities and deliver a range of skills and employment support activities, through the provision of grants up to £12,000. The grants aim to support a quality outreach provision, providing an essential stepping stone for unemployed and economically inactive participants to find employment or progress to further learning.
The ESF Community Grants programme builds on the Global Grants programme (known as Fast Forward Grants in London), which was one of the key features of the last regional ESF Objective 3 programme. 

Funded by the London Development Agency and the European Social Fund, the application round was launched on 23rd October 2008. There will also be a number of workshops in the coming weeks. Details of these workshops and how to apply follow.
· Download the application form here
· Download the Community Grants application guidance here
· Download the workshop information here
· Download the committee member details form here 
· Download the previous funders form here
· Download the supporting statement form here
GO BACK
Sport Unlimited - Year 2 Funding

In September 2008, Sport England announced the national roll-out of its £36 million 'Sport Unlimited' initiative (formerly Extending Activities) to get more children and young people taking part in sports that interest them most outside of school.

Sport Unlimited offers young people 10-week taster sessions in sports which they have requested and aims to get 300,000 participants to join clubs and continue with sport when the 10 weeks are up.

The programme, run by Sport England in partnership with the Youth Sport Trust and County Sports Partnerships across England, has already been successfully trailblazed in 12 areas, South London being one. The programme will now be fully rolled out across the country, resulting in 4,000 new sporting projects being set up.



Summary" \t "_blank"

A one-page summary of the programme is available here.

South London's Year 2 Sport Unlimited funding programme will have two stages to the application process. Stage One is open for all applicants to submit a simple ‘Expression of Interest Form’ which is available by clicking here
Following an assessment process, should your application be supported by your Community Sports and Physical Activity Network (CSPAN) and PRO-ACTIVE South London, applicants will be asked to submit a full application which asks for a more detailed project outline.

All Expressions of Interest for South London's Sport Unlimited Year 2 funding allocation must be returned by noon on 10th of November 2008, failure to do so will mean potential applicants will have to wait for Year 3.

Key Information

In preparing for the Year 2 programme the team at PRO-ACTIVE South London have identified three specific areas for improvement; it is strongly recommended that applicants aim to impact positively on at least one of the following areas:
(1) Increasing female participation; and

(2) Increasing range of sports/activities on offer; and

(3) Increasing participation between 16-19 years

Joined up delivery is a high priority for PRO-ACTIVE South London and the various CSPAN's across the sub-region. Applicants are encouraged to give careful consideration to the partners that they can engage with in order to maximise the success of the project.
In line with the Inclusive & Active Plan, we are keen to maximise the inclusivity of the Sport Unlimited projects for disabled people. We encourage you to give this some consideration whilst making your application. Christof Niklaus from the London Sports Forum for Disabled People is on hand to advise applicants. Contact Christof here. Applicants can apply for funding for one, two or all three terms in Year 2. Please note that a new cohort of young people must be engaged each term.

The three terms are:

· Summer 2009: April - July (transition activities for School Years 6 and 7 can be extended until August)
· Autumn 2009: September - December
· Spring 2010: January - March

If you have any questions regarding Sport Unlimited, please contact Kurt Pittman.

http://www.pro-activesouthlondon.org/SportUnlimited
Please note: They can only accept applications for projects being delivered in Bromley, Croydon, Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames, Richmond upon Thames, Sutton and Merton.
GO BACK
Grassroots Grants Bromley

Grants of up to £5,000 available

Deadline for Applications – Friday 7th November 2008 at 5pm
Who Can Apply?

Community groups, Charities, Tenants & Residents Associations, CIC’s and Social Enterprises 

· Groups with an annual income of under £20,000 (this can be taken as an average income over the last 3 years)
· Groups that have been active in the community for at least 12 months prior to application and can demonstrate this
· Groups meeting one of the 4 main aims of the fund: Strengthening Communities; Bringing People from Different Backgrounds Together; Responding to Local Need; Strengthening organisational capacity and ability
· Groups with a Constitution or Governing Document, with at least three un-related Trustees or Management Committee Members
How Can I Apply?

Download the full criteria, guidelines and application form from the website
Call on 020 7582 5117

Email enquiries@capitalcf.org.uk

Please call and speak to the Grant Team if you have any questions or if you need help with your application. Julie Hunt is also available to provide more detailed application support.
GO BACK
Consumers prepared to cut charity direct debits

By Rosie Walker, Third Sector Online, 17 October 2008

Almost a third of people say they would axe their direct debits to charity if they had to curb their spending, a poll has found.

The survey of 1,000 people, by marketing consultancy G2 Data Dynamics, found that 31 per cent would stop their charity donations if they were forced to reduce their monthly expenditure. It was the third most popular economy, after cutting back on holidays (61 per cent of respondents) and stopping eating in restaurants (60 per cent).

Ten per cent said they would give up their mobile phones and four per cent said they would go without broadband access.

Alan Thorpe, commercial and operations director at G2 Data Dynamics, said the poll was a harsh warning to charities. "They would do well to look again at their customer databases to make sure they do all they can to avoid being the first on people's chopping blocks," he said. "As prices go up and salary increases look less likely, people are reconsidering what is essential in their everyday lives."

GO BACK
More government funding to tackle unemployment

On 14th October the Departments of Work and Pensions and of Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform announced an extra £100 million funding over the next three years to give help to people who lose their jobs. The extra cash will be used to support them to retrain and develop their skills so that they can move quickly back into work. The Department for Work and Pensions own research on its “Pathways to Work” programme looking at long-term incapacity benefit recipients found that only 10 per cent were in work 13 months after their start on Pathways to Work. This could mean that newly unemployed will be the prime focus for those contracted to provide employment services in the present climate, potentially to the disadvantage of those unemployed for a longer period.
The Secretary of State announced the launch of the “Right to Bid” guide. This may be a way for some VCS organisations to bid for money from the Department of Work and Pensions to pilot their ideas on providing employment opportunities and training. Instead of the Department identifying a need and inviting suppliers to meet it, organisations can submit their own bid. A dedicated mailbox for submission of enquiries (right.to.bid@dwp.gsi.gov.uk) has been available from October 20th. Any organisation wanting to submit a proposal can use the standard pro forma on the website. Bids should add value, innovate, improve efficiency or improve services and should be in a form that can be trialled and evaluated.

GO BACK
Government Funding for Community Groups in 10 areas announced

A multimillion pound scheme to help communities turn young people away from gang culture was unveiled at the Labour Party conference. The 3.8 million fund will allow community groups in ten knife crime hotspots to apply for up to £10,000 to help pay for mentoring schemes, outreach programmes as well as to provide activities for young people on Friday and Saturday nights.

The areas involved in the scheme account for 70 per cent of knife violence and include London. In addition, thousands of ‘crime fighter volunteers’ are to be trained as part of a £5M package to act as a local link between the public and the police. More information on BBC News here.
GO BACK
Charities will be protected in Iceland crisis, insists Harman

By Andy Ricketts, Third Sector Online, 16 October 2008
Harriet Harman has reassured charities with money in Icelandic banks that the Government is working to protect their deposits.
The Leader of the House of Commons, standing in for Gordon Brown at Prime Minister's Questions yesterday, said small charities would get the same protection as individuals and have all deposits up to £50,000 protected.

The Government has also loaned money to the troubled banks, a move that will help to safeguard the assets of larger charities, said Harman.
"We are taking steps to protect larger charities by freezing the assets of the Icelandic banks and by lending £100m while the unfreezing of those assets is sorted out," she told the House of Commons. 

It has been estimated that charities stand to lose £235m as a result of the failure of banks in Iceland.

Liz Atkins, director of public policy at umbrella body the NCVO, said some charities were still under "serious threat".
"Although the Government is prepared to protect individuals and smaller charities up to the tune of £50,000, we still need the Icelandic banks to do the honourable thing and pay up," she said.

GO BACK
Football Foundation Large Grants currently closed

The Football Foundation is not accepting any new applications to the Community Scheme (grants of £9,000 - £250,000) until further notice. Full applications already received and acknowledged will be processed as normal. Applicants, who have already submitted an Expression of Interest form, will not have their form processed any further at this time.
Community small grants under £9,000: The Football Foundation also provide community funding via the small grants scheme for projects that use football to: increase participation by both players and volunteers. This is done by supporting essential costs associated with providing new activity.

Website: www.footballfoundation.org.uk/apply/community-grants/
GO BACK
Faiths in Action - England

Faiths in Action is a £4 million grants programme open to faith, inter faith, voluntary and community sector organisations at national, regional and local levels in England.
Sponsored by Communities and Local Government (CLG) and administered by the Community Development Foundation (CDF), Faiths in Action supports the Government's aspiration to help faith communities and others to promote understanding, dialogue and develop strong and sustainable partnerships.
Faiths in Action supports delivery of the Government document, Face to Face and Side by Side: A framework for partnership in our multi faith society. All applications must directly relate to one or more of the fund's four priorities. You can download the framework from the website.
Round one funding now available
Grants of up to £12,000 are now available in round one, to be spent over two years from April 2009 to the end of March 2011.
The deadline for them receiving your completed application (in electronic or paper format) and all associated paperwork in their Cambridge office is 5pm on 1 November 2008. For more information call the CDF helpline on 01223 400 341 or Email: fundingadmin@cdf.org.uk.
GO BACK
Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust

The Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust awards grants to charitable organisations in the United Kingdom and overseas.
The trustees welcome applications for projects within the following areas for the next three years. These categories are then repeated in a three-year rotation.
· 2008 - Music and the Arts; Overseas Deadline for applications: 1st Nov 2008
· 2009 - Community; Disability Deadline for applications: 1st June & 1st Nov 2009
· 2010 - Children; Youth; The Elderly; Medical Deadline for applications: 1st June & 1st Nov 2010
If your charity's work falls within one of these categories and would like to be considered for a grant, please submit an application by 1st June or 1st November only in the appropriate year. Please see ‘How to Apply’ on website below for further details. Applications should be sent to Karen Frank, Administrator, The Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust, PO Box 124, Stroud, Glos. GL6 7YN Email: admin@austin-hope-pilkington.org.uk for further information including charities the Trust has supported and the latest list of grants, please consult website: http://www.austin-hope-pilkington.org.uk.
GO BACK
Church and Community Fund (Church of England)

Does your parish have a project involving greater outreach into the community for which it is seeking support?

The Fund helps with imaginative and innovative projects of all kinds that brings the community into the church and the church into the community.

The maximum grant is £15,000 and applicants are welcome to request any amount within this limit. Grants are awarded on a 'one-off' basis or, for revenue projects, the total awarded may be phased over a number of years (usually three). The Fund does support ecumenical projects where the Anglican Church plays a significant role.
· Last deadlines for 2008 is: Quarter 4 - 5th November for meeting 3rd December
· First deadline for 2009 is: Quarter 1 - 2nd February for meeting 11th March

Full guidance notes and application details are on their website below. 
Contact details: The Church and Community Fund, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ Tel: 020 7898 1767, email: ccf@c-of-e.org.uk , website: www.churchandcommunityfund.org.uk. 
GO BACK
London Woodland Grants Scheme - Groundwork

The Forestry Commission's Community Grant Scheme offers grants to local authorities, community groups, businesses, and woodland owners and managers, who want to improve their local treescape within London. Grants are awarded to projects across a wide variety of categories including those that aim to improve biodiversity, engage the community, regenerate local areas, carry out tree and woodland management and a number of other areas. Grants tend to be for between £500 and £5,000.

The deadline for applications is 12pm on 6 November. For further information, contact: LTWGS Programmes Officer, Groundwork London, 18-21 Morley Street, London SE1 7QZ Tel:020 7922 1230 Email: londonprogrammes@groundwork.org.uk To find out more about this scheme or to apply, download the information leaflet from Website: www.groundwork-london.org.uk/.
GO BACK
HMRC's GIA funding programme for 2009/10

The Voluntary and Community Sector Team in HMRC has launched its 2009/10 Grant in Aid funding programme. The initial bidding process will close on 12 November 2008.
Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs, (HMRC) has around one  million pounds available for 2009/10. As a guide only and not as criteria for eligibility, they expect bids to fall in the following three funding brackets:
· up to £15,000 - for short term projects from locally based organisations with a duration of up to one year;

· up to £80,000 - significant projects lasting for one year or slightly more and no more than two years, involving work on a national scale;
· up to £250,000 per annum - a major programme of work on a National scale lasting up to three years.
They will be operating a two stage application process. The first stage will involve the completion of a pre bid application. The timetable for allocation of funds for 2009/2010 will be: pre Bid process ending on 12 November 2008 to complete a pre bid application; assessment of bids by HMRC - they are hoping to assess bids and make notifications in January 2009. At the end of that period they will notify bidders as to whether they have been successful or not with their bids.
To qualify for funding from HMRC’s grant in aid programme you need to satisfy them that your organisation is a voluntary organisation i.e. a body whose activities are carried out otherwise than for profit, not including any public or local authority (see guidance downloadable from website).

The pre bid application and guidance will be found on their website or requested from Hazel Kilpatrick Tel: 0191 2247416 or by webmail from the website. Website: http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/vcs/funding-streams.htm.
back to contents
Volunteer news
Renewed guidance on volunteering and benefits
From Volunteering England
Jobcentre Plus, part of the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), has published its renewed guidance on volunteering whilst on benefits. The Office of the Third Sector has worked closely with the DWP to ensure the renewed guide makes clear the message to potential volunteers and volunteer involving organisations, that volunteering should not affect an individual's benefits.

You can find the guide entitled ‘Volunteering while receiving benefits’ here in PDF format. [63 kb]
The VE Information Service has updated the Good Practice Bank theme on "State Benefits" so you can still find links to all relevant DWP guidance by selecting that topic from www.volunteering.org.uk.

GO BACK
Work to rule at CRB

A work-to-rule by staff at the Criminal Records Bureau is likely to create further delays for criminal record checks on job candidates. Around 450 workers at the CRB in Liverpool took action from 13th October as a protest against the CRB’s 2008/09 pay award of 3.75 per cent. However, CRB says that it does not expect the action to "have any significant impact on its ability to deliver its service to its customers”.
GO BACK
Nominations for the nation's sports unsung hero
Now in its sixth year, the award, supported by Robinsons, is given to a volunteer who has made a difference to their community through sport. Fifteen local winners are chosen by each BBC English region as well as Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

They will then join a star-studded guest list at the Sports Personality of the Year awards ceremony at the Echo Arena in Liverpool on 14th  December. The overall winner is then decided by a judging panel including representatives from the BBC's Nations and Regions, plus previous Unsung Hero winners.

Bursaries of up to £2,500 are also available to the winners of each regional award to help them with their work in sport. A local BBC panel of judges will choose a shortlist of regional nominees and the winner will be announced at a regional BBC Sports Awards event.
So if you know someone in your area that goes an extra mile to change the lives of others through sport and deserves recognition, we want to hear from you.

You can nominate people who, on a voluntary basis, prepare facilities, roll the pitch, coach the juniors, run local sports leagues or work behind the scenes so that sport can be played and enjoyed throughout the UK. Nominate now.
GO BACK
Help sought for soup kitchen

Urgent help is needed to help set up a youth-led soup kitchen for the homeless. A team of teenagers is hoping the kitchen, which will give out free sandwiches and soup, will be up and running by the beginning of November. Based at the United Reform Church in Bromley High Street, the group meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 5.30 to 7pm. Volunteers need only attend on one of the days. If you would like more information on the project email getthevibe.csv.org.uk. 
back to contents
Legal News
Community Infrastructure Levy – proposals affecting planning applications 

The Community Infrastructure Levy (“the Levy”) is a proposed levy on development. It is intended to cover the costs of any new infrastructure needed as a result of the development but it will apply to all development whether for profit or not. In principle, it will apply whether or not there has been any increase in site value as a result of the granting of planning permission. The amount of levy to be paid will be based on the cost of local infrastructure needed, and the owners of land will be required to pay this levy to local charging authorities. NCVO, the Charity Tax Group (CTG), the Charities’ Property Association, the Churches’ Legislation Advisory Service and lawyers Bates Wells and Braithwaite are working with Members of the House of Lords to secure an exemption from this levy for registered charities. A full briefing is available at www.ncvo-vol.org.uk [PDF format 67 Kb]
GO BACK

Charitable Incorporated Organisation - publication of secondary legislation

The Office of the Third Sector (OTS) and Charity Commission have published the draft secondary legislation and model constitutions required to complete the legal framework for CIOs. Details of the proposals and legislation documents are available on the OTS website. A public consultation will run for three months and NCVO will be producing a briefing on the issue. For further information about NCVO’s work in this area or to send in your comments, please email Elizabeth Chamberlain or telephone 020 7520 2559.
back to contents
Best practice, services and offers
Community cohesion resources

A new web site dedicated to giving expert help and guidance on creating strong, cohesive communities has been developed by the Institute of Community Cohesion (iCoCo). It brings together a range of practical advice, with good practice case studies from across the country. Go to 

· www.communities.gov.uk;

· or see http://www.cohesioninstitute.org.uk; 

· Government guidance in PDF format is available from this web link
GO BACK

Youthwise – new magazine
This quarterly magazine is aimed at readers between the ages of 13-19 living in the boroughs of Croydon, Lewisham and Lambeth. The aim of the magazine is to provide young people with a positive voice that highlights their achievements and triumphs in the face of adversity. It also covers a diet of fashion, celebrity chat and fun puzzles while providing essential teen information, such as young people’s rights in a Stop & Search situation.

The editorial team has been comprised of young people and the financial backer for this issue is Croydon Enterprise. If you would like FREE copies to distribute among your young people please let Andrew Brown know the quantity as soon as possible to arrange delivery. The next issue is due out in late January.

Contact details: Andrew Brown, Director, Elevating Success UK, 020 7993 8411 or 07957 349 004.
GO BACK

Room availability – small private rooms in Community House, Bromley

Our comfortable confidential counselling rooms are suitable for meetings of 2 to 3 people and are available during the day by prior arrangement, with a contribution towards our costs. Please contact Mary Blair on 020 8315 1995 for details. 

GO BACK

NCVO’s Good Trustee Guide – published October 2008

Author: Peter Dyer, former CLB Head of Organisational Development
Ideal as an introductory pack for new board members or as a refresher for long-serving trustees, The Good Trustee Guide provides comprehensive information about a trustee’s role and guidance on developing an effective trustee board.

ISBN: 978-0-7199-1767-7.
Cost: £25.00 (£17.50 NCVO Members)

back to contents
Local events diary

New events listed here
· Community House – charity Christmas card shop open
· People's Question Time
· Invitation to celebrate JusB’s 5th birthday
· Public meeting - Friends of Cator Park and Alexandra Recreation Group
· Charity Ball hosted by The Deli Kats
· Oakley House Halloween Party in aid of local hospice
· Christmas Day Lunch – United Reformed Church 
· Broomleigh Retirement House Team – Open Day
· Bromley Community Engagement Forum next meeting
· Velvet harmony: Bromley Ladies Barbershop Singers
· Computer Club
· Older Peoples Panel Meeting
· Magpie Dance programme for 14 – 25 year olds
· Magpie Dance for Adults
· Chestnut Cha-Cha
· Fireworks in the Park – Norman Park
· Age Concern - Planning for the Future 

· Bromley Y – Race night
· Service User Network Meeting - employment issues
· Service User Network Meeting – mental health
· Double Take – Demelza Hospice Care for Children
· Maypole Christmas Raffle
· Mottingham Community and Learning Shop - November 
AGM

Relate

Date: Tuesday 11 November 2008

Time: 7 pm

Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley, BR1 1RH.
Please RSVP on 020 8315 1999 or Email mary.blair@relate-bromley.org.
GO BACK
Bromley Mind

Date: Thursday 6 November 2008

Topic: Memories

Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley BR1 1RH
Topic: Memories

Please email pauline.froud@bromleymind.org.uk or phone 020 8249 5910

GO BACK
Bromley Community Bereavement Service
Date: Wednesday 29 October 2008
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: The Buchan Hall, Church House, 61 College Road, Bromley

back to contents
Finance, funding and governance training

Access funding/fundraising training in 2008/09

To meet the funding/fundraising training needs of small to medium sized organisations in Bromley, the following events will be held in 2008/09. Please ensure you book early to avoid disappointment, as places are limited. If you would like more information or a booking form, please contact Julie Hunt, Funding Information and Advice Office on 020 8315 1915 or julieh@communitylinksbromley.org.uk.
GO BACK
Meet the Funders - November 

Date : Monday 24 November 2008
Time: 9.30am – 2.30pm
Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley BR1 1RH

Speakers: Austin Taylor-Laybourn, Field Officer from the City Parochial Foundation, the Grants Team from Capital Community Foundation and Kati Parrot*, Regional Officer London and SE from BBC Children in Need. Free event.

Download programme and booking form. [MS Word 100 Kb]
*Unfortunately, due to work demands, Kati Parrott from BBC Children in Need will not be able to present this Meet the Funders event as advertised. She has sent her sincere apologies and made assurances that an alternative date will be confirmed very shortly.  

Therefore, the programme for the day will now change omitting the BBC Children in Need session between 1.00 and 1.45, with the event scheduled to end at approximately 2.30 pm.  A new schedule for the event will be posted on the CLB website shortly.
GO BACK

Meet the Funders - January

Date: Tuesday 13 January 2009 
Time: 9.30am – 12.30 pm
Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley BR1 1RH 

Speakers: Ciaran Rafferty, Principal Grants Officer at The City Bridge Trust and Brian Wheelwright, Director from The Wates Foundation. Free event. Download programme and booking form. [MS Word 100 Kb]

GO BACK

Training from Community Links Bromley and Accountability

Back by popular demand – computerised training in QuickBooks.  Please ensure you book early to avoid disappointment, as places are limited. If you would like more information please contact Maroof Adeoye, Community Accountant on 020 8315 1919 or email. 

Computerised training in QuickBooks

Open to charitable, voluntary and community organisations in Bromley and also in Croydon, Sutton, Merton and Lambeth. The training is delivered by Sue Mordecai, MGM Computer Services. Sue regularly runs computerised accounting training for voluntary organisations. Lunch, refreshments are included and you go away with extensive training notes.
Date: Wednesday 19 November, 2008

Course level: beginners

Date: Wednesday 26 November, 2008

Course level: intermediate

Time: 10am – 4 pm

Venue: Crystal Palace Community Development Trust, Anerley Town Hall, Anerley Road SE20

Cost: £25 each course

Download programme and booking form. [MS Word – 92 Kb]

back to contents
Community events and training
Community House – charity Christmas card shop open

Date: Open every day of the week from 10 am to 4pm until Friday 19 December

Venue: Community House (opposite the Fire Station), South Street, Bromley BN1 1RH 

Come and support over 20 local charities by purchasing your Christmas cards from our card shop. Every charity receives 100 per cent of their proceeds. Shop in comfort and enjoy a free cup of coffee or tea with every purchase.

GO BACK
People's Question Time

Date: Thursday 6 November 2008

Time: 7.00 – 9.00pm (doors open at 6.00pm)

Venue: Main Hall, Bromley Civic Centre, Stockwell Close, Bromley BR1 3UH

Registration for tickets for People's Question Time has now closed as the advance ticket allocation has been reached. But if you have not applied for a ticket, admission on the night may still be possible but you must be prepared to queue, as preference is given to ticket-holders. However entry is not guaranteed. You will be able to listen to highlights of the event by tuning into LBC Radio 97.3FM or downloading a podcast from www.lbc.co.uk. 
If you want to raise an issue with the Mayor or the London Assembly at the event you can email your question. Some questions submitted in advance will be asked on the night. Any questions not answered on the night will be responded to afterwards.
There will be more People's Question Time events happening in 2009 – you can register for early notification.

GO BACK
Velvet Harmony: Bromley Ladies Barbershop Singers

Date: 14 March 2008 – 31 March 2013 

Time: 7.45 – 11.30pm
Venue: St Paul’s Church Hall, Crofton Road, Orpington, BR6 8JE

Cost: Free 

Velvet Harmony is a friendly group of women who love to sing, unaccompanied, in four- part harmony. We sing for charitable events and put on a concert once or twice a year. We are always open to new members, so drop in to a rehearsal or three, have a cup of coffee, and check us out. If you like what you hear, we’d love to audition (no need to read music). You can read more at www.velvet-harmony.org.uk . Age Restriction: women of 16 and over.
Contact: Betty on 020 8309 0323, email: b.appleby539@btinternet.com
GO BACK
Parkinson Disease Society - programme of events
Date: Saturday 8 November
Topic: Memories

Venue: Hall, Northlands, Freelands Grove, Bromley

All meetings 2-4 pm with speakers starting at 2.30
GO BACK
Maypole Christmas Raffle
The Maypole Project provides a lifeline of support for children with complex medical needs and their whole family. It supports over 100 children with life threatening, life limiting illnesses and their families every year across South East London.

Tickets are now on sale for the Christmas raffle only: £1.00.
· 1st PRIZE - Christmas hamper full of luxury goodies, including champagne Belgian chocolates, Xmas pud... and lots more...
· 2nd PRIZE – Huge Xmas teddy bear
· 3rd PRIZE – Xmas gift set
Please contact the office on tel 01689 898910 or email info@themaypoleproject.co.uk and Maypole will send you some raffle books to sell on their behalf.
GO BACK
Computer Club

Date: Most Thursdays except first of the month
Time: 8 – 11pm
Venue: Women’s Institute Hall, Lebanon Gardens, Biggin Hill, TN16 3HA

Cost: Non-members £1 and accompanied by children 50p.
Every month we also have a formal lecture on a subject of interest to the computer user. On other evenings you are welcome to bring your own computer. We have specialists present at most meetings who can advise on software and hardware problems – anything from installing a new processor to MIDI music. Visitors are welcome.
GO BACK
Event Older Peoples Panel Meeting 

Date: Thursday 4 December 2008 

Time: 10.30am – 12.30pm

Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley

Meeting will be followed by a Buffet Lunch
GO BACK
Magpie Dance programme for 14 – 25 year olds
Date: starts Autumn 2008 

Time Wednesday 4.30 – 6.30pm
Venue United Reform Church, 20 Widmore Road, Bromley, BR1 1RY

Cost: Free 

Also at Cator Park School, Lennard Road, Beckenham, BR3 1QR on
Saturdays between 10.30 – 12.30pm.
Magpie sessions are fully inclusive and aimed at people with a wide range of learning needs. Sessions are held weekly during school term-times (places must be booked in advance). Contact Laura Riches – 020 8290 6633 / email laurariches@magpiedance.org.uk.
GO BACK
Magpie Dance for Adults

Date: Autumn 2008 

Time: Wednesdays 1.30 – 3:00pm
Venue: Crofton Halls, York Rise, Orpington, BR6 8PR

Cost: £3

Also held at the Pavilion Leisure Centre, Kentish Way, Bromley, BR1 3EF on Thursdays between 11– 12.30pm.
Magpie sessions are fully inclusive and aimed at people with a wide range of learning needs. Sessions are held weekly during school term-times (places must be booked in advance). Contact details as above.
GO BACK
Chestnut Cha-Cha

Date: Saturday 15 November 2008
Time: 1pm (doors open at 12.30)
Venue: The Baptist Church Hall, Maple Road, Penge

Refreshments, live music, entertainment quizzes, raffle, hat competition and dancing. Transport is available for the less able.

Contact: Joy Hall – 020 8778 4697
GO BACK
Fireworks in the Park – Norman Park

Date: Friday 31 October 2008
Time: 5 –10pm (Firework Display starts at 8pm). Funfair from 5 -10pm
Venue: Norman Park, Hayes Lane, Bromley, BR2

Cost: Adults & unaccompanied children £5, children £3, car park £2
Family Funfair and Firework Display

Contact: Billy Davies / Steve Staddon – 07971007012 or 07956 598752
GO BACK
Age Concern – Planning for the Future
Date: Wednesday 29 October 2008

Time: 10am – 1pm

Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley Kent BR1 1RH (small meeting room on the ground floor)

Cost: free
There are many issues older people worry about. What will happen to their possessions when they die? How can the make sure their affairs are in order and their wishes will be respected. What steps can they take to look after their security? This planning day will answer some of those questions.

Contact: Denise Davis – 020 8315 1878
GO BACK
Bromley Y – Race night

Date: Friday 14 November 2008

Time: 7pm for 7.30pm – 11.30pm

Venue: The Warren, Metropolitan Police Sports Club, Croydon Road, Hayes, Bromley

Cost: Tickets £10 (including light supper) Licensed bar

Name a horse £5 – win maximum £40 if your horse wins! 8 races – back a horse for £1 a bet on the night.
Contact: Bromley Y on 020 8464 9033
GO BACK

Service User Network Meeting - employment issues
Date: Tuesday 4 November 2008

Time: 11am – 1pm (lunch will be provided)

Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley, Kent BR1 1RH

Cost: free

A discussion about support needed around employment issues

Contact: Linda on 020 8464 6208 Tuesday – Thursday (9am to 2.30pm) or email
Suite2@bromleyadvocacyproject.org.uk
GO BACK
Service User Network Meeting – mental health
Date: Monday 3 November 2008

Time: 11.30am – 1.30pm 

Venue Community House, South Street, Bromley, Kent BR1 1RH

Cost: free

Dr Reza, Clinical Director will be talking about: ‘What to tell your Psychiatrist’ and ‘Changes to the Mental Health Act’
Contact: Linda on 020 8464 6208 Tuesday – Thursday (9am to 2.30pm) or email
Suite2@bromleyadvocacyproject.org.uk
GO BACK
Double Take – Demelza Hospice Care for Children

Date: Saturday 1 November 2008

Time: 7.30pm

Venue: St Mary’s Church, Shortlands BR2 0HL

Cost: £8 including a glass of wine. Retiring collection

A concert of excerpts from pairs of operas and musicals based on the same story. Performed by Opera Nova.
Contact: Box Office: 020 8650 8749

GO BACK
Christmas Day lunch at the United Reform Church

Date: Thursday 25 December 2008
Time: 11.30 – 3.30 pm 

Venue: United Reformed Church

Places allocated on first come, first served basis. Application forms to be returned by 1st December.

Contact: Alan Girvin, Joint Co-ordinator on 01689 829064
GO BACK

Broomleigh Retirement House Team – Open Day

Date: Wednesday 5 November 2008
Time: 12 – 4pm

Venue: Tidebrook Court, 134 Sandway Road, Orpington BR5 3NT
Broomleigh retirement housing team are holding an open day in November. The open day it to let older people see what sheltered housing can offer them. This is an ideal opportunity to meet the staff and talk to some of the residents who are already living there. There will be a buffet lunch provided.
Contact: Gloria Noel, Tel 020 8285 4126 or email Gloria.noel@broomleigh.co.uk
GO BACK
Oakley House Halloween Party in aid of local hospice

Date: Saturday 1 November 2008

Time: 6.30pm
Venue: Oakley House, 358 Bromley Common, Bromley, Kent BR2 8HA

The evening includes a freaky 3 course meal and monster disco. Fancy dress is optional, but a prize will be awarded for the best costume. All proceeds from the evening will go to Harris HospisCare with St Christopher’s. 
Cost: Tickets are £35 each or £300 for table of 10
Contact: Tania on 020 8462 6402 or Sandra on 020 8462 9292
GO BACK
Invitation celebrate JusB’s 5th birthday

Date: Wednesday 19 November 2008

Time: Service starts 7.30pm

Venue: Bromley Baptist Church, Park Road, Bromley

Rachel Archer and the team invite you to come and celebrate. There will be light refreshments at 7pm and our guest speaker is Dave Steell minister of Church.co.uk and member of the National Leadership team of Oasis Trust. This will be followed by performances by JusB young people. Please RSVP by 7/11/08.
Contact: Ann Yolland on 020 8464 2722 or email anne.jusb@btconnect.com.
GO BACK
Public meeting - Friends of Cator Park and Alexandra Recreation Group

Date: Tuesday 28 October 2008

Time: 8pm

Venue: Hold Trinity Church Hall, Lennard Road, Penge

Public meeting to update residents on what the group has been up to since its inception in February.

GO BACK
Bromley Community Engagement Forum next meeting

Date: Monday 10 November 2008
Time: 7pm
Venue: Great Hall, Civic Centre.
Invitees include guests from the Primary Care Trust, Age Concern and London Fire Brigade. The theme for this meeting is Safety of Older People and how to keep healthy! Please let your colleagues and neighbours know of this event as this is an important meeting and everyone is welcome to attend. Free light buffet and table displays from Age Concern & Primary Care Trust from 6.30pm.

GO BACK
Bromley Mind – autumn events

Quiz Evening

Date: Friday 31 October  2008
Time: 7.00pm

Venue: Stepping Stones, 38 Masons Hill, Bromley

Teams of up to 6 people at £10 per head to include a fish and chip supper, please bring your own drink and glasses. There is a first prize of a bottle of wine per person for the winning team, and a wooden spoon each for the team who come bottom. Book your team place early; we will not take admissions on the door. Team entry form from Diane Hatch, 01689 603575, diane.hatch@bromleymind.org.uk or Diane Hatch, Bromley Mind, 5 Station Road, Orpington, BR6 0RZ.

GO BACK

BSCB information sharing sessions

These information sharing sessions are for all staff that come into contact with children & young people. The aims of each session are to provide professionals working within a variety of settings with children and young people the opportunity to discuss a range of safeguarding issues affecting their working practice. No need to book just come along and join in. All Sessions: 3.30 - 5.00pm.
Working with uncooperative families

Date: 12 November 2008
Venue: Bromley Civic Centre – Committee Room

Parental Mental Health & Substance Misuse Protocols

Date: 28 January 2009 and 11 March 2009 
Venue: Bromley Civic Centre – Committee Room 
Independent Safeguarding Authority towards Safer Recruitment & Runaways


Date: 13 May 2009 and 10 June 2009
Venue: Bromley Civic Centre – Committee Room.
GO BACK

Bromley Music Society

Presents its 50th season of five concerts for the upcoming year. Live performances of great classical music by top-class players.
Date: Friday 14 November
Time: 8pm
Czech chamber music with the Max Brod Trio
Venue: Chapel Bromley United Reformed Church, 20 Widmore Road, Bromley (next to Boots) 
Cost: Adults £12, Full- time students (16-22 with ID card) and children (under 15) accompanied by an adult are both FREE. More information and full programme: phone 01689 840309.

GO BACK

Cotmandene Community Resource Centre – November
New Activity starting 4th November Homework club
This will be every Tuesday in term time from 4-6pm in the Centre. The group is initially funded by Bromley Adult Education Family Learning Fund and will have a tutor, a homework helper from the St Paul’s Cray Library and a staff member from the Centre. Children will be supported in getting their homework done and parents will have to opportunity to learn and interact with other parents and staff.
Regular Drop-ins & Groups 

Mondays

· Age Concern Bromley Community Volunteer Time Bank: 10-12 (Weekly
· Broomleigh Floating Support Team: Older People 10-12 (Monthly) 27 Oct, 4 Nov
· Anxiety self help group (weekly) 7-9pm

· Turnaround 1:1 reading and writing help 10-12 (Weekly 

Tuesdays
· Cray Creative’s Art Group 10 – 12 (weekly ): term time only
· Legal Advice - Family & Housing appt only: 11-1pm (Weekly)

· Housing and Council Tax Benefit (Monthly) 4 November

Wednesdays 
· Local Councillors Surgery: 10.30 -12 (Weekly)
· Computer Workshop 11-1 (Weekly)
· Fit for Life (Weekly )10 -12

· Bromley Advocacy Project: 10-12 (Fortnightly) 15, 29 Oct 12, 26, November 10 December

· Police Surgery 2.30-3.30: (Fortnightly) 5, 19 November
Fridays 
· Broomleigh Surgery 10-12 (Fortnightly): 7, 21 November
· Trading Standards 10-12 (Monthly): 31 Oct ,28 November
Contact details: Cotmandene Community Resource Centre, 64 Cotmandene Crescent, St Paul’s Cray 020 8402 0123 to find out more and to sign up

GO BACK

Mottingham Community and Learning Shop – November
Changes in date:
Please note that the Bromley Community Drug Project (BCDP) will be changing their day at The Shop from Thursday to TUESDAY. The sessions are open to anyone, and the BCDP offer a confidential service to anyone affected by substance dependency issues and do not report to the Police or Social Services.
Mondays

· Bromley Y - Appointments only

Tuesdays
· Broomleigh: 28 October, 11, 25 November from 10:00 - 12noon

· Safer Neighbourhood team: 4, 25 November 2.00 – 4.00

· Children’s information service: 11 November from 10:00 - 12noon
· Bromley Community Drugs Project: every week 1.30 – 3.30

Wednesdays
· NextStep: Appointment only

Thursdays
· Local Councillors 6, 20 November from 9.30 – 11.30
· Trading standards 6, 20 November from 10.00 - 12noon
· Nextstep: Appointment only

· CAMHS: Appointments only

Fridays 
· Home Start: 7, 21 November 9.30 – 11.3 

· Community Midwives: Appointments only

· PCT parent support: 
Contact details: please contact the team at the shop for other information and services on 020 8860 1150

GO BACK

Public Meeting: Bromley Hospitals NHS Trust

Date: Tuesday 4 November 2008
Time: 7pm

Venue: The Bromley Council Chamber at the Civic Centre in Stockwell Close
An independent report into how Bromley Hospitals NHS Trust (BHT) found itself with an accumulated debt of £87m and an underlying deficit for the year 2007-8 has been published. Members of the public are being offered another opportunity to question independent investigator and author of the report Michael Taylor.
For further information contact: Carol Holland, Assistant Director, Corporate Affairs & Communications: 01689 864787 e-mail carol.holland@bromleyhospitals.co.uk or Clive Mills, Communications Assistant: 01689 864798 e-mail clive.mills@bromleyhospitals.nhs.uk
back to contents
Events and training outside Bromley
Better Planning for London meeting

Date: Monday 3 November 2008-10-28
Venue: Resource Centre, 356 Holloway Road N7 6PA between 2pm – 5pm

This event is an opportunity to hear presentations on the proposals and their importance for Londoners and to discuss related issues. [see national news article] If you are relatively new to planning and would welcome a beginner’s guide there is a short workshop before the main one which lasts from 12 – 2pm. To book a place at either (or both) workshops, please e-mail chloe@londoncivicforum.org.uk.

Go Back
NCVO/Guardian Breakfast Seminar

Date: Wednesday 5 November 2008

Time: 8.30 – 10.45am
Venue: Guardian Newsroom, 60 Farringdon Road, London, EC1R 3GA

This is a free event for Voluntary and Community Sector Leaders. However, places are limited so advanced booking is essential. Sadiq Khan, Labour MP for Tooting, will address this breakfast seminar which is sponsored by Bircham Dyson Bell, and presented in media partnership with The Guardian.

Sadiq Khan was recently promoted to Parliamentary Under Secretary of State in the Department for Communities and Local Government. He will have special responsibility for community cohesion, communities, equalities and local government. Sadiq has been described as ‘one to watch’ and was recently awarded the Muslim News Award for Excellence.

Sadiq will speak about civil liberties, community cohesion and the role of civil society, followed by an opportunity to ask questions. Light refreshments will be provided.

To book a place, please email Leadership Services. For further information please call Georgina Anstey on 020 7520 2511.
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What opportunities do the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games offer to the voluntary sector?

Date: Wednesday 5 November 2008
Time: 9.30am – 4.00pm

Venue: Ealing Town Hall
OR
Date: 2 December

Venue: Stratford Town Hall (refreshments and lunch provided)

LVSC Networks and The Big Opportunity are hosting two conferences to help Third Sector organisations find out about opportunities relating to the London Games and the legacy. The events will give information on the Games plans so far, community engagement and The Big Opportunity project.
Workshops will include:

· Accessing contract and sub contract opportunities
· Funding opportunities
· The Legacy and how to get involved
· Opportunities around the Cultural Olympiad and using the Inspire Mar 

· Training and job programmes
· Pre-volunteering programmes
For more information and booking form go to www.lvsc.org.uk/olympics
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Alive and Kicking: creating successful strategies

Date: Thursday 11 December 2008

Venue: London SW1

NCVO's strategy event promises to be an inspiring, hands-on day, offering fresh ideas and techniques to bring your organisation's strategy to life. Whether you're a seasoned strategist or keen to develop some core strategic planning skills, our programme offers plenty of choice.

The programme highlights include:

· pertinent keynotes on devising strategy in uncertain times and the future shape of civil society
· a tools nursery, bookshop and information stalls

· a choice of two out of eight workshops, including a chance to create a new strategy on the spot, a how-to guide to external analysis, and methods for involving people in the right way, at the right time.
Book your place now: www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/aliveandkicking
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Youth Act: Active Citizenship Training

Date: Monday 8 December 2008
Time: 9.30am - 4.30pm

Venue: Central London, EC1V 3RS

This is a one day training course for adults who have the remit to engage and involve young people in active citizenship projects in their local settings.

Cost: £150 + VAT per participant

For more information about this one day training opportunity please contact:

Youth Act, Tel: 020 7566 4147 Email:  youthact@citizenshipfoundation.org.uk
www.youthact.org.uk
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Sport Conferences in London at the Brit Oval
Theme: From School To Community: Towards An Olympic And Paralympic Participation Legacy
Date: Monday 3 November 2008
Time: 1.00 – 6.15pm
Cost: £90 for Sports Professionals and £40 for Volunteers
The aim of this event is to launch SCIL (formerly ASDIL) and move towards a shared vision for school/community sport in London.
The key speakers: Baroness Sue Campbell (Chair of Youth Sport Trust and UK Sport) and Kate Hoey (MP and Mayor’s Commissioner for Sport).
The conference closing speech by Danny Crates, World and Paralympic 400m & 800m Champion. There will be presentations and workshops from a variety of sector leads including PRO-ACTIVE London, London Sports Forum for Disabled People and London Development Agency

Contact: Lex Rees on rees2@lsbu.ac.uk
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Funding The Bigger Picture
LSCN Conference & Open Space Event

Date: Wednesday 12 November 2008
Time: 12.00 – 5.30pm
Venue: The Queens Club Palliser Road, West Kensington, London, W14 9E.
Conference will focus on a variety of fundraising aspects from charitable fundraising to commissioning and from full cost recovery to pursuing sustainability. This conference is a must for any Fundraiser, Chief Executive or Project Manager working in community sports and wishing to grow their organisation’s resources.

Cost: £25 - £35
Contact: elanie.bindel@locsp.org  or visit the web www.communitysports.org.uk
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Synthetic phonics

Date: Wednesday 12 November 2008

Time: 7.15pm
Venue: Croydon Literacy Support Centre, East Croydon, United Reformed Church, Addiscombe Grove CR0 5LP

Contact: 08442 49 69 49 email croydondyslexia@orange.net
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Ready to Grow - celebrating Social Enterprise Day
Date: Friday 21 November 2008
Time: 5.30 ​ 7pm

Venue: The British Library, 96 Euston Road, NW1 2DB

Inspiring evening celebrating London's BAMER (Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic and Refugee) Social Enterprises. Red Ochre and Olmec will be launching ‘Ready to Grow’, a unique capacity-building programme for BAMER-led social enterprises operating in London. The three year programme, funded by Capacitybuilders, will support existing and aspiring social enterprises in becoming demonstrably more sustainable.

Mark Social Enterprise Day and acclaim the social entrepreneurs of today and tomorrow. 

Further information: RSVP by October 31st by emailing rita@readytogrow.org.uk or by calling 020 7785 6295.
back to contents
About the e-bulletin

Contact Details

The editor is Philippa Leary, Membership, Information & Communications Officer, Community Links Bromley.

Our website is at www.communitylinksbromley.org.uk 
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Disclaimer

The information in this newsletter comes from a wide variety of sources. Please note opinions or statements within it may not reflect the views held by Community Links Bromley 

Information in legal and other updates are not intended as full or definitive statements of the law nor as a substitute for professional legal advice 
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