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Local news

South London Children list their top 10 sports
Pro Active South London has recently conducted a South London School Sport Survey throughout the secondary school network with a view to identifying some clear information about what sports young people would like more access to. This survey has generated in excess of 24,000 responses from young people across the sub-region.
The top 10 sports that young people want to take part in are:
Football, Swimming, Ice Skating, Trampolining, Dance, Tennis, Basketball, Badminton, Cycling and Boxing

Find out what sports young people want to do in your area – click here for a breakdown by borough.
CLB currently has in post a worker to develop volunteering opportunities with sports groups. If you would like a visit or to find out more, please contact Tracey Harrison our Sports Development Worker, telephone 020 8315 1908 or email.
Go back
Walpole Road Community Police Office - officially open
The new Community Police Office in Walpole Road, Bromley which will house the Bromley Town Safer Neighbourhood Team and the Bromley Common and Keston Safer Neighbourhood Team, was officially opened on 23rd October by the MP for Bromley, Bob Neill.

Bromley Borough Commander Charles Griggs said, "I am delighted with our new Community Police Office in Walpole Road, right at the heart of the community. Improving Community Safety and tackling the fear of crime is one of our highest priorities and opening this office in the heart of the community will allow us to bring the teams nearer to the local community that they serve on their wards, and will reassure the people who work in and visit the area.
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Free training in RNID Typetalk Relay Service
Community Links Bromley is pleased to be hosting this free training session for local groups in January 2009. Learn how to make and receive phone calls to and from people with hearing and speech difficulties via the RNID Typetalk Relay Service. This can be done from any conventional fixed line phone or mobile phone (subject to appropriate contract) to a person having a suitable (text) phone.

You do not need any specialist equipment as a Relay Assistant types what you say, and reads to you what the other person types.
The 1 hour training session includes a presentation, question and answer session and demonstration of making and receiving a Typetalk call. By the end of the session you will be able to:

· Enable people with hearing and speech difficulties contact you for the help they need.

· Have confidence in making and taking these calls and thus give them a first-class service.
· Enrich their lives by bringing them into the general community and overcoming their disability
Full times and dates under community events and training section.
Go back
Charity collections this Christmas
If your organisation is going to collect donations for a charity on the street or house to house, you will need to contact the Metropolitan Police Charities Branch, and they will supply you with badges and a certificate, which enforcement officers may request to see. The contact details are:  Metropolitan Police Charities Branch: Charities, TP HQ, Room 443, Victoria Embankment, Westminster, London SW1A 2JL telephone 020 7321 7129
Bromley Council’s website offers the following advice to the general public before making any donations.

· Check the collector is wearing an official signed badge and not a photocopy
· Make sure the collection box has a slot for the donation with the name of the charity on it
· Avoid collectors with open buckets or other open containers
· Be wary of collectors dressed as doctors, nurses or vicars
· Never donate by buying a ticket with a chance of winning a foreign holiday. Hardly any of the money reaches the charity
· Be wary of "professional" charity collectors, who are paid to persuade - make sure the charity is genuine
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Thyme Out Scheme
The Bromley Field Studies Centre (BFSC) has been granted a funding award by the Big Lottery Fund. The overall aim of this three-year project is to improve the life chances of people with learning disabilities through free accredited horticultural training that leads to increased independence and job opportunities.
The project will be managed from The Bromley Field Studies Centre, Orpington and will take place in the Civic Centre grounds, in Bromley town centre, with one day a week classroom-based at the BFSC.
Participants will be people with learning disabilities who will be trained and supervised by one horticultural team leader and one assistant team leader. Participants requiring one-to-one support will receive this from their existing support staff. The project includes a number of community activities such as staff lunchtime ‘have a go sessions’, community bulb planting days, how to compost and recycle. Bromley Mencap’s – JobMatch service will be a partner during the lifetime of the project, assisting participants seek sustainable employment.
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What is Transforming Social Care?
Writes Andy Crawford, Programme Manager – Transforming Social Care

You may have heard about Putting People First and the Government’s three year transforming social care programme, which is about local authorities looking at how support and services are delivered so there is greater personalisation and choice. The programme will change the way people who need support and assistance engage with social services.

Although the transforming social care programme is borne out of the Government’s vision for the future of adult social care, the principles behind it have driven Bromley Council’s own approach over the past years through our Building a Better Bromley priority of supporting independence.

There are two main reasons why change is happening. Firstly, the profile of the population across the country and including Bromley, has, and continues, to change. There continues to be an increase in the numbers of older people and people with disabilities in the community with care needs. However an increasing number of those people are either not eligible for Council-funded support or are self-funders who would not look to the Council for support. Transforming social care recognises that there should be the same availability of advice and support in assessing needs and arranging support whether or not someone’s care is self funded or Council funded. Traditionally if someone wasn’t eligible for Council funded support they were left unsupported. The Council’s Care Brokerage schemes, commissioned through Age Concern Bromley and Mencap, are leading the way in providing advice and assistance to self-funders and those below eligibility criteria.

As importantly, change is happening in response to what people say they want. Research shows that people want to be as independent as possible. Although they need care and support because of age, ill health, or disability, people still want to have choice and to make decisions about how they live their lives. A key aim of transforming social care is to put people at the heart of their care and support. Our success in making Direct Payments available to an increasing number of service users is paving the way for greater choice and control.

Over the next three years the Council will be developing its transforming social care programme to provide greater choice in the way care needs are met, including offering more people personal budgets to spend on the services they choose. We expect more people will be assessing their own needs, with assistance where required. They will be more in control rather than simply receiving Council services. These changes will require measures to ensure the most vulnerable are safeguarded and that people are supported in making positive choices and exercising control. This is new territory for social care across the country but the Council is well placed to meet the challenge.

The Council wants to engage as widely as possible with stakeholders. If your organisation would like more information about transforming social care and how you can contribute to future developments then please contact andy.crawford@bromley.gov.uk, 020 8461 7446.
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Careers’ Advice from Nextstep at Bromley Central Library
Nextsteps is a free impartial and quality assured service offering information and advice on careers, learning and work options to adults over the age of 20.

The service is based in Bromley Centre Library and offers clients the following:

· One- to-one interview with an experienced personal advisor

· Advice on writing or review of CV

· Help with covering letters 

· Tips on completing job applications and interview techniques

· Assistance with searching for courses, training and jobs

· Signposting to other support services
If you have any clients and service users who you think could benefit from the service, ask them to get in touch with Ruth Humes, Nextstep Adviser. 

Telephone: 07733 365869 or call the Library direct on 020 8461 7155. More information can be found on the website.
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Bromley Advice & Information Network (BAIN)

BAIN is the newly re-established network for advice and information organisations in Bromley to try to find solutions to the lack of specialist advice work in borough. CAB and other agencies have an increasing caseload and more general organisations are having more trouble referring on clients. The steering group wants to conduct a more detailed needs and supply survey, but recognised this will take time and resources. In the meantime for more information about BAIN contact Stephen Blann, Policy & Networks Officer at Community Links Bromley email: stephenb@communitylinksbromley.org.uk or call 020 8315 1907.
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More information on Bromley Hospitals Trust merger

As mentioned in the last bulletin each of the boards of Bromley Hospitals Trust (BHT), Queen Mary’s Sidcup (QMS) and Queen Elizabeth Hospital Woolwich (QEH) have agreed to merge to form a single trust. There were a number of options considered by a joint steering committee also involving University Hospital Lewisham – which did not wish to merge, reducing the options considered. The financial position and temporary nature of many senior staff at all trusts – the motivation for the merger - was thought to be a deterrent for other trusts outside outer south east London. The benefits are thought to be increased management stability, management cost savings and the bargaining power that the large trust would have. It is planned that the merger will take effect from 1st April 2009.

The proposals currently relate only to management mergers – there are no proposals in current plans to change services. Indeed to do so may be inconsistent with the A Picture of Health (APoH) proposals and also affect the matters in APoH that the Joint Health and Overview Scrutiny Committee has referred to the Secretary of State for Health (see below).

There will be no formal public consultation. The report considered by each of the trusts says that legal advice was that public consultation was not necessary. This is because the relevant law has not been updated to take account of abolition of Community Health Councils (CHCs). The legal advice said that the requirement is to consult with CHCs – since their abolition there is no duty to consult with anyone else. The report discussed at the board meeting is available from the website.
An ongoing issue for the merged trust will be its financial position. The Department of Health currently says that it will not write off the debts – as doing so would be unfair to trusts that stayed in budget.
Back to contents
National News
Free Debt Advice Service – NCVO in partnership with Consumer Credit Counselling Service

NCVO and Consumer Credit Counselling Service (CCCS) have launched a new partnership to provide debt advice and solutions for all NCVO member organisations employees, volunteers and beneficiaries.

With 30 per cent of the working population struggling to repay their debts, and living costs continuing to rise, an increasing number of companies are offering debt solutions. The constant advertisement of fee-charging organisations makes it difficult for individuals - already overwhelmed by the pressure of trying to meet their financial commitments - to make the right choice. NCVO is working with CCCS because it can deliver the high quality services that NCVO demands for its member organisations.

In partnering with CCCS employees can have direct access to CCCS Debt Remedy via your website. Debt Remedy is a unique online service available 24 hours a day. The service offers web based expert debt advice tailored to an individual’s circumstances. CCCS also offers a telephone counselling service.
Please forward details of your organisation and how CCCS can contact you to discuss a partnership to: partnerships@cccs.co.uk
If you are an individual struggling to repay your debts, use the CCCS Debt Remedy  on-line assessment of your financial circumstances or call their freephone helpline on 0800 138 1111 – available Monday to Friday 8:00am-8:00pm.
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Is your organisation working on social justice and/or environmental issues?

Nef (the New Economics Foundation) and the Carnegie UK Trust have just launched an online questionnaire for civil society associations to explore how the social justice, climate change and resource agendas can be bridged.
The questionnaire has been designed to gather both ideas and concrete examples of how the environmental and social justice agendas are [can] being bridged and is primarily targeted at individuals who have some knowledge of past efforts and initiatives to combine environmental and social justice perspectives; in addition, individuals whose organisations are beginning to make the links between these two agendas. So individuals with perspectives based either on past experience or futures thinking or both should complete the survey. Please note, the survey will be open until the 30th of November, 23.59 GMT.
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Real involvement: working with the public to improve NHS services

The new guidance is to help services meet the changes in legislation, as a new statutory guide has been published. It explains the changes in the law, but also offers practical help in putting people at the heart of services.

The public want an NHS that involves them in decisions and puts their wishes first. This 'Real Involvement' guidance and legislative changes taking place within the next month will help the NHS respond to public concern.

The new legislation named ‘NHS Duty to Involve’ is being strengthened so that the NHS is clearer about when it must involve the public in decisions about new services or changes to existing ones. The legislation is due to come into force on the 3 November 2008. This new ‘Duty to Involve’ is also expected to be included in the NHS Constitution due to come into force next year. It will help to reinforce patients’ right to involvement in their healthcare and in the NHS.

Your opportunity to involve yourself in local health and social care issues is of course the Bromley LINK project. Contact bromleyLINk@shaw-trust.org.uk.
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Stakeholder-rich boards 'misguided'
Writes Paul Jump, Third Sector, 12 November 2008

Boards of trustees made up largely of stakeholders are unable to function properly because they struggle to make decisions, according to the director of the Joseph Rowntree Foundation.

Julia Unwin told the Wales Council for Voluntary Action's trustee and governance conference last week that stakeholder boards were increasingly common in charities that the Government established or made appointments to.

She said such boards had legitimacy and were good debating chambers but were indecisive and tended to neglect unrepresented stakeholders.

Unwin said organisations that appointed a lot of experts to their boards, such as medical research charities, were also misguided because experts had pre-formed ideas and struggled to reach group decisions.

But boards consisting of people who represented the public interest were strong, she said: "The fashionable, world-weary pose is to talk about governance as a problem, but let's not forget the very real asset that is trusteeship."
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A Picture of Health update
The Joint Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee (JHOSC), a committee of councillors from all the council areas affected by A Picture of Health met on 27th October. They considered two issues. One was the formal referral of APoH to the Secretary of State for Health – as they had agreed at a previous meeting. The draft referral letter can be read at this website. The referral will of course put on hold any steps to implement the service changes. The PCTs concerned have identified a number of areas which they believe are not covered by the referral and that they wish to proceed with. This second item was also considered by JHOSC and the report can be downloaded in PDF from this website
The JHOSC agreed that PCTs and Hospital trusts could proceed with these. If you want to find out more about this or have any problems downloading any of the documents contact stephenb@communtylinksbromley.org.uk.
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Official advisor on third sector innovation

Anne McGuire MP has been appointed Cabinet Office Advisor on Third Sector Innovation. Her role will be to identify and promote opportunities for the third sector to support the creation of world class public services. She has previously been Minister for Disability at the Department of Health, and is a former Deputy Director of the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations. Visit the Cabinet Office website.
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Possible government support for the sector

Minister for the Third Sector Keith Brennan, in response to a Commons question, has said that "a package of support measures for charities … will be outlined later this month after the Pre-Budget Report". See Charity Finance news alert. The Pre-Budget Report was published yesterday; a report on the contents on this and other matters will be in the next edition of the bulletin.
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London’s Children: Our future capital

This document on tackling child poverty has been published by the Department for Children Schools and Families. It contains details of a new joint target for tackling child poverty in London - which is persistently higher than the national average - and identifies the priorities and actions. It asks all service providers, whoever they are, to contribute – “All organisations in London must do more as service providers and as employers to help parents to enter, stay and progress in work. If you are a service provider in the capital, we hope that this document will prompt you to think about your role in increasing parental employment and to take action. Ending child poverty is everybody’s business”. Download the PDF.
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Consultation on proposed statutory guidance on the Roles and Responsibilities of the Lead Member for Children’s Services and the Director of Children’s Services

The Department for Children Schools and Families has issued a consultation document. It updates previous guidance and sets out the different but complementary roles of the senior councillor and the senior council officer and both of their leadership and partnership roles. The closing date for comment is 10th February 2009. More information is at www.dcsf.gov.uk and you can download the full document in PDF format from this link.
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Chair appointed to take forward Mayor's Outer London Commission

Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, has an appointee to set up and chair the Mayor’s Outer London Commission. Giving more prominence to and developing proposals for outer London is one of the mayor’s manifesto commitments. The commission’s remit is to advise the Mayor on the London Plan and other policies to ensure outer London realises its full potential. The new chair is William McKee a former Director General of the British Property Federation and also former Chief Executive of Merton Council in the 1980s and early ‘90s. He is currently Chairman of Tilfen Land and the Thurrock Thames Gateway Development Corporation.
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Local voluntary sector jobs

Bexley and Bromley Advocacy

We are an innovative advocacy project which supports people with a learning disability and/or Autism to have a say in their lives.
We have the following exciting opportunities to develop Advocacy and Self Advocacy projects

Autism Advocacy Project Co ordinator

£26063 incl OLW (pro rata 21 hours) & 6% pension contribution

(This post is funded for 6 months)

To advocate for and support volunteers to advocate for adults with Autistic Spectrum Disorders. A sound working knowledge of Autism and the day to day issues people face is essential. If you understand the different needs of people on the Autistic Spectrum this could be a real challenge for you.
Bexley Self Advocacy Group Supporter

10 hours per month @ £15 per hour

Could you support people with a learning difficulty in Bexley to develop their self advocacy project?  Do you understand the importance of people learning to speak up for themselves? The group meet monthly in the evening and are looking for someone to help them get new members and have fun, informative meetings

Young Sparks Self Advocacy Group Supporter

14 hours per month @ £15 per hour

Young Sparks are a self advocacy group for young people with a learning difficulty aged 18-25. They have 2 evening meetings a month. They need a fun, creative person who has a sound knowledge of working with people with a learning difficulty to support them

We would welcome applications from people applying for both self advocacy support roles

Closing date for all jobs is 28 November 2008

For more information an application pack visit our website: www.bbadvocacy.org

Tel: 020 8300 9666 email: info@bbadvocacy.org.
Charity No: 1064855

Go back
The Access Corporation – Disability Adviser
Disability Adviser – due to continued expansion, The Access Corporation, based in Orpington are looking for individuals who have experience of a disability from a personal perspective to join our dedicated and committed teams.
Salary to be negotiated depending on experience.
We are also looking for volunteers to support our community efforts. Apply, in writing to PO Box 864, Bromley, Kent, BR1 9BQ or via email to admin@accesscorporation.co.uk
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CarePlus – 2 posts
Chairman
CarePlus, a small charity supported by six churches that helps older people in north and central Bromley through a team of volunteers, seeks a Chairman to grow the organisation to meet local demand for non-specialist care (mainly escorted trips to hospital, shopping and befriending).

Estimated time commitment: 2 days/month, including up to six meetings each year with dedicated team of trustees. Expenses covered.

Length of office: CarePlus is looking for a Chairman to hold office for 3-5 years.

For more information, please contact: Jane Farrer, 30 Cedar Road, Bromley BR1 3BZ Tel: 020 8290 4992.
Co-ordinator
CarePlus is also recruiting a Co-ordinator of Volunteers to ensure that older people, who are at risk of loneliness and preventable ill health, receive regular social contact, shopping and driving/escorting to medical appointments. The role involves building and strengthening a pool of volunteers, co-ordinating their work so that CarePlus’ clients get the help they need at the right time and keeping in touch with churches and voluntary sector organisations in central Bromley to ensure they are kept aware of the work of CarePlus. This is an opportunity for someone who is a ‘people person’ and a good organiser. 1- year contract with probationary period of three months. Could be extended after successful completion of initial year. 15 hours per week / £8 per hour.

If you would like more information about this role, please call Jane Farrer Tel: 020 8290 4992.
To apply, please write enclosing an up-to-date CV to Jane Farrer, 30 Cedar Road, Bromley BR1 3BZ
In addition to the Chairman role, CarePlus would welcome new trustees to join its Executive Board. Contact details are as for the other posts.

CarePlus' AGM is on Thursday 27 November at 7.30pm at Bromley Methodist 

Church, College Road (on the opposite side of the road a little way up from 

Sainsbury's)

Deadline for applications: Friday 28 November.
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Volunteer Centre Southwark – Team Challenge Officer

As part of an exciting and well established programme encouraging Employer-Supported volunteering in Southwark, Lambeth and Lewisham, Volunteer Centre Southwark is recruiting a Team Challenge Officer to carry out the running of practical, one-day volunteer projects which make a real difference to the community.
£23,278 Based London Bridge, pension and package

We are seeking to appoint a practical and well-organised individual to work in the Business Volunteers team within Volunteer Centre Southwark. The post holder will be managing team challenges - liaising with businesses and local voluntary organisations to set up volunteering days, and providing leadership of the volunteers at the challenges.

You will be a practical person who enjoys working both in office environments, and outdoors on projects that require hands-on involvement and leadership of volunteers. You will need to have experience of volunteering and / or experience of an employer-supported volunteering service to businesses and the voluntary and community sectors. 
A self-motivated team player that is flexible, with a natural ability to deal with customers and other stakeholders for the effective and smooth functioning of the programme. You must possess good communication and organisational skills.
To get the full information about this role please visit www.charityjob.co.uk or email sam@volunteercentres.org.uk.
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Funding news
Capacitybuilders Capital Grants Programme

Capacitybuilders is making capital grants of up to £30k available for local resource centres to make improvements to their premises which result in improved availability, or quality and accessibility of accommodation, or shared facilities for local third sector organisations. Grants will be awarded for a range of changes to existing accommodation that will contribute to the programme aims - for example by offering additional meeting, office, storage space, better IT, telephony, access to resources (such as a common library). This is phase 1 of three funding strands under the Capacitybuilders Capital Grants Programme.  Projects need to be completed by 31 March 2009. For more information go to: http://www.capacitybuilders.org.uk or call on 0121 237 5100/email info@capacitybuilders.org.uk.
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The European Social Fund Innovation and Transnationality programme

The European Social Fund’s (ESF) Innovation and Transnationality programme aims to match fund a small range of strategic and regional projects to develop and deliver new ways of extending employment opportunity and raising workforce skills. Innovation can include new approaches, tools, methods and service provision to extend employment and raise skills. It can also mean adapting and applying existing approaches, tools, methods and services to new regions, sectors or target groups.
It is expected that up to three projects will be funded in each region (four in London) under ESF and that the maximum amount of funding available for each project will be £1million.

For more information contact: ESF Innovation, Transnationality and Mainstreaming ,2008 Call for Proposals, Birmingham City Council, Council House Extension, Margaret Street, Birmingham B3 3BU   Or email: esf.itm@birmingham.gov.uk or go to their website.
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Wallace & Gromit's Children's Foundation

Wallace & Gromit's Children's Foundation supports projects in children's hospitals and hospices throughout the UK to enrich and enhance the lives of patients.
Grants must enrich and improve the quality of life of sick children in hospitals or hospices in any area in the UK. Preference is given to projects conceived by and in children's hospitals and hospices. Grants will only be made to registered charities. The Trustees will consider any project which seeks to improve the quality of life of sick children. Please send all applications to Anna Shepherd by 8th December 2008. Grants are distributed on an annual basis between January and March. If you have any questions please Email: Anna@wrongtrousersday.org.uk. Wallace & Gromit's Children's Foundation, PO Box 2186, Bristol BS99 7NT Tel: 0117 9252744 Website: http://www.wallaceandgromitfoundation.org
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New closing date for Youth Music Open Programmes

The closing date for applications has been revised. The current Open Programmes (First Steps, Make It Sound and Vocalise!) will close on 15th December 2008. For more information go to their website.
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BIG Community Spaces - England

Community Spaces is a £50 million open grants programme funded through the Big Lottery Fund's Changing Spaces initiative and managed by Groundwork UK on behalf of an experienced national consortium.
The programme empowers community groups to improve public spaces in their neighbourhood. It responds directly to people's aspirations to have better places on their doorsteps - more interesting places for children to play, safer places for people of all ages to sit, greener spaces where people and nature can grow and flourish.
Types of projects can include for example: Community gardens and parks; informal sports areas and multi-use games areas; Nature reserves; Squares and village greens; Churchyards. Ponds and projects which improve the local community's access to green space. This list is not exhaustive and if you are thinking about a project that isn't mentioned it may still be considered - as long as it meets the eligibility criteria.
A full list of what Community Spaces will and will not fund is available on website below. If you would like to apply for a grant from the Community Spaces programme please follow the relevant links below. For further information about the process of applying to Community Spaces please follow the link to the Application Process on website below. Small & Medium Grants - grants of between £10,000 - £49,999. Please note small and medium grants are available on a rolling basis until January 2011.

Large & Flagship Grants - grants of between £50,000 - £450,000 please follow the link below to large & flagship grants.

Please ensure you have read the Programme Information before applying.

Community Spaces, Groundwork, Lockside, 5 Scotland Street, Birmingham B1 2RR Tel: 0121 236 8565 Email: info@community-spaces.org.uk or visit the website.
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Groundswell Small Grant Award Scheme

Groundswell's Grant Award Scheme offers grants of up to £700 to homeless people to set up their own projects. They welcome applications from anyone with experience of homelessness, i.e. rough sleepers, travellers, squatters, refugees and asylum seekers, residents of hostels and B&Bs etc.; Anyone without a secure tenancy. The project you are trying to set up can be a service user group, an arts group, a business, a charity - any kind of self-help initiative.

You can download an application form from their website or call them on 020 7737 5500. Applications are considered four times a year with deadlines: 15th January; 15th April; 15th July; 15th October.

Groundswell UK, Elmfield House, 5 Stockwell Mews, London SW9 9GX Email: grants@groundswell.org.uk  or visit the website.
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Faithworks Awards 2008 – 9

Applications for the Faithworks Awards 2009 are now open.

The 2009 awards programme has 3 categories. The recipient project in each category will receive £5,000. Shortlisted projects in each category will be awarded between £100-£500.

The closing date for applications is Monday 19th January 2009. For more information on categories please go to their website.
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CHANGEit nominations for 2008/09

CHANGEit recognises, supports and rewards campaigners aged 11-18 from across the UK.

Innovation awards are for young people who want to make positive change happen, but need support to get started. They are for young people who have a campaign idea or plan for creating change, but need help getting their idea off the ground.

The winners will receive a prize of £750 to directly benefit their campaign; they will also be offered a mentor to help them in their journey to achieving their campaign's goals. Six runners-up will receive £250 for their campaign.

The closing date for nominations is 12 January 2009. Full details are on the website: CHANGEit Awards, c/o Common Purpose, Discovery House, 28-42 Banner Street, London EC1Y 8QE Email: changeit@commonpurpose.org.uk Tel: 020 7608 8148.
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The Co-operative Foundation
Please note that The Co-operative Foundation is making some major changes to its grant scheme. In order to implement these changes, the Community Support Programme will be closing at the end of January 2009. The final deadline for applications to be submitted is Friday 5 December. Please ensure that your application reaches them well before this date if you wish to be considered for funding. After this date, the Community Support Programme will be closed and they will accept no further applications. For more information go to their website.
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Volunteer news
Anyone Can Be A Volunteer – new video needs you
The Media Trust is in the process of working on a new promotion 'Anyone Can Be a Volunteer', for use in the run up to United Nations International Volunteer Day on 5 December 2008.
In their clip, they want to produce images of 'real people' in volunteering situations as inspirational role models, These may be people with few qualifications, those with disabilities or limiting/ long-term illnesses, yet who have found the strength to help others. The clip will be used to say ’thank you’ to all those amazing people.
If you can help find or nominate volunteers, which may be suitable or would like to discuss this in more detail, please contact Diane Diamond in the Volunteer Centre.
Go back
Volunteering is one of your ‘5 a day’ 
From VE -bulletin
The New Economics Foundation, a think tank which looks at how the environment, people and the economy can work together in harmony, has produced a report for the Government on wellbeing, which includes their list of the ‘5 a day’ we should all be doing to promote our own wellbeing – and one of which focuses on volunteering.

For more info on the elements of the ‘5 a day’, which are: connect, be active, take notice, keep learning and give, please read this major new report.
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Legal and Financial News
Charity and Social Enterprise Law update

The bi-annual Charity & Social Enterprise Law update from Bates, Wells and Braithwaites solicitors is now available to download. An easily digestible overview of legal changes and news topics affecting the third sector, this edition includes a wide variety of features including changes to copyright exemptions for the not-for-profit sector, the legal pitfalls of “Charity Challenge” fundraising events, and Nick Rudnai from CaSE insurance advising on the benefits of viewing your insurance risk as an asset.

To view the latest edition please download the PDF (2.6Mb).
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Employment Law Updates
(From Sandy Adirondack’s legal update bulletin)
The final version of the ACAS code of practice on disciplinary and grievance procedures was issued on 7 November for parliamentary approval. In effect from 6 April 2009 to replace the statutory disciplinary, dismissal and grievance procedures. ACAS has also issued a detailed guide to what has changed since the earlier (consultation) draft of the new code. Read more on the ACAS website
From 27 November you must be a licensed sponsor, registered with the Border Agency, if you want to employ a new skilled worker from outside the EEA (EU + Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, + Switzerland), or if a current employee's work permit expires and you want them to continue working. Read more on the UK border Agency website.
Back to contents
ICT News

Free contacts management database for voluntary sector organisations

The AIMS team at LASA who provide databases for the voluntary sector have just released a completely free version of their contact management system. It's suitable for a wide range of organisations, not just advice service providers. The Software can be downloaded from the main LASA web site at www.lasa.org.uk/aims.

For more information, contact: Phil Woodall, AIMS Services Manager at LASA on 020 7377 2806.CLB will be evaluating this software during December – so if anyone would like some feedback please call Philippa Leary on 020 8315 1918. 
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Series of ‘accidental techie' IT workshops at LVSC
UK Riders Project defines accidental techies as “often admin or information workers who end up looking after their organisations technology by default because there is nobody else to do it”. If this cap fits and you are wearing it, then you might be interested in some of the courses running at LVSC including:
· How to cost and fund ICT projects

· ICT Accessibility: an introduction

· Setting up a website

· Web 2.0 and the web office

· Help I’m an accidental techie

You might also be interested in coming along to the London non-profits network meeting on 9th December at St Albans Centre, Leigh Place, Baldwins Gardens, London EC1N 7AB (Farringdon). As well as this being an opportunity to learn more about LASA’s strategic work to support circuit riders, it’s also a great way to network with fellow Riders and other providers of tech support to the sector. Read more in the 150th issue of Lasa's Computanews which is available from the LASA website now.
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ICT Development Services
NCVO’s ICT Development team signposts voluntary and community organisations to resources that can help them make the most of technology. The new look NCVO ICT Development website is your first stop for information about planning, running and maintaining your ICT. Find out about the latest ICT events, jobs, publications and news. The work of the team builds on the legacy of work achieved by NCVO as an accountable body of the ICT Hub. Click on this link to visit the site and sign up for the e-newsletter.
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Best practice, services and offers
Having problems adjusting your salary scales for new and existing posts?
Then you need to have a look at the Just Job evaluation CD Rom, which has just been added to the CLB library. The resource was developed by the NJC – the joint body of employers and trade unions for local government. It’s easy to use and comes with a computer user guide. All the job evaluations, materials and documents are included on the CD. Email Philippa Leary to book in a time to use it.
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The Good Guide to Employment by Wendy Blake Ranken
ISBN 978 0 7199 1749 3 - £25 (£17.50 NCVO members)
The Good Guide to Employment makes it as easy as possible for you to be a good employer in the voluntary sector. From finding the right person, to salaries and contracts and diversity, this guide aims to give you the confidence to apply good practice principles to your organisation.

This fifth edition of The Good Guide to Employment is completely updated and revised, and includes case studies, good practice examples and checklists.

To place your order: 0800 2 798 798.
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How does collaboration work within the sector?
New Improving Support magazine investigates
Under the Improving Support 'banner', Capacitybuilders is bringing together practical resources and learning to strengthen support services for third sector organisations through a single, user-friendly gateway at www.improvingsupport.org.uk. The site currently hosts information on the National Support Services programme, but will be expanded in the New Year to hold information on work being developed under all Capacitybuilders’ funding programmes.

To complement the development of this site, a pilot magazine called Improving Support will be launched in the New Year. The aim of the magazine is to share and encourage reflective learning by looking at issues from a range of different perspectives. It is hoped to meet peoples' practical needs by featuring and signposting a range of useful resources across the sector; and to “join up” across Capacitybuilders programmes and other external funding streams such as the Big Lottery Fund's BASIS programme.

The theme of the pilot edition is collaboration and Capacitybuilders are keen to hear about how collaborative working affects third sector organisations. If you or your organisation has experience of collaboration (good or bad), we would like you to share your experiences with us by completing our short on-line questionnaire.
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Douglas Brown PR Training Services

Douglas Brown PR aims to help not for profit organisations communicate more effectively by developing the strategies, structures and skills sets required to empower staff and/or volunteers, who are not PR specialists, to contribute to the PR activities of the organisation. Courses include:

· An introduction to working with the media

· Presentation skills

· Broadcast interview skills

· Writing effective newsletters

· Event Management

· Developing a brand for an organisation

· Crisis Communication
For more information about Douglas Brown PR, or to discuss particular training requirements or communication issues, please e-mail douglasbrownpr@btinternet.com or call 01476 860 572 (office) or 07876 044 318 (mobile).
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Grant making charities recommend Comet's Payment Card scheme

Comet Business Services have developed an innovative and easy to use payment card to allow charities to monitor their grants with minimal effort and time. The secure card can be personalised, and specified for a particular use, providing charities with the ability to ensure that the money awarded is being spent on what it was initially intended for, whilst still giving the flexibility and choice to the beneficiary.

To read more about the scheme, and other member benefits from Comet Business Services, click here, call 0844 499 2828 quoting NCVO, or email ncvo@comet.co.uk.
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Gift Aid made Simple- new guide

Sayer Vincent has a number of handy free download PDF guides on their website, covering all kinds of things from VAT and reserves policies to tax effective giving. Well worth a look to see what’s there and print or bookmark anything of interest.

The latest guide is “Gift aid made simple”. It summaries what gift aid is, how to claim it back and how to minimise the risks of errors being found during inspection visits. Browse the full series at Sayer Vincent’s website.
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New reports from Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Two reports that might help you make a case for new projects or services if you’re working in the area of children’s services, ethnic minorities, housing, or neighbourhood communities:

· 'The housing and neighbourhood impact of Britain's changing ethnic mix'
· 'Estimating the costs of child poverty'
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Easing tensions between trustees

Charity Trustee Networks has developed a practical resource to help trustees work well together, and to introduce, develop and use codes of conduct appropriate for their organisations. "Codes of conduct really can prevent issues becoming personal and should not be seen as another piece of unnecessary bureaucracy." according to CTN chair Rodney Buse.  More information is available in the News item on the CTN website. Download the 'Codes of Conduct for Trustees'.
Back to contents


Local events diary

New events this month...
· What’s happening in Bromley Libraries?
· Christmas events in the Crays
· Cotmandene Christmas Event
· RNID Typetalk Relay Service – free training
· Celebrate Christmas with t the Orpington Chinese Community Association
· Chinese New Year celebrations with the Orpington Chinese Community Association
· Mottingham Community and Learning Shop – Courses for the New Year


Finance, funding and governance training

Access funding/fundraising training in 2009

To meet the funding/fundraising training needs of small to medium sized organisations in Bromley, the following events will be held in 2009. Please ensure you book early to avoid disappointment, as places are limited. If you would like more information or a booking form, please contact Julie Hunt, Funding Information and Advice Office on 020 8315 1915 or julieh@communitylinksbromley.org.uk.
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Meet the Funders - January

Date: Tuesday 13 January 2009
Time: 9.30am – 12.30 pm
Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley BR1 1RH

Speakers: Ciaran Rafferty, Principal Grants Officer at The City Bridge Trust and Brian Wheelwright, Director from The Wates Foundation and Kati Parrot, Regional Officer London and SE from BBC Children in Need. Free event. Download programme and booking form. [MS Word 100 Kb]

Back to contents
AGM

CarePlus

Date: Thursday 27 November

Venue: Bromley Methodist Church, College Road (on the opposite side of the road a little way up from Sainsbury's)
Time: 7.30pm
Back to contents
Community events and training
RNID Typetalk Relay Service – free training

Dates and Times: Wednesday 14 January 2009 10.00 am or 11.30 am or Tuesday 20 January 2009 10.00 am or 11.30 am
Venue: All sessions take place at Community House, South Street, Bromley, Kent BR1 1RH

Learn how to make and receive phone calls to and from people with hearing and speech difficulties. To book please complete the booking form.
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What’s happening in Bromley Libraries?

Do you know what’s happening in your library? There are all kinds of regular events going on – story times, exhibitions, coffee mornings, and careers advice - something for everyone. And free internet access too! Central Library also has a free Wi-Fi network so bring your laptop along and surf all day.

Plenty of staff are on hand to help you with new self-service returning and issuing points - a move that has meant much more space and a whole new look and feel for Bromley Library. Pop in and take a look!
Regular activities for children include: Baby Bounce and Rhyme, Stay 'n' Play and All Join In, Storytimes, Toddler Time.
There are computing skills classes for beginners including – e-mail, internet training. There are computer clubs including the Older and Bolder computer club.
All libraries hold information and books on Skills for Life.
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Orpington Chinese Community Association 
Celebrate Christmas
Date: Tuesday 16 December 2008

Venue: Sanderson Hall, Mickleham Road, St Pauls Cray (near the library)

Time: 11 am

Cost: non members – £5.50 members – £4.50

There will be Tai Chi dancing, Karaoke, a raffle and a 15 course buffet to at our Christmas party. Call Mrs Wong on 07747 830896 to book your tickets.
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Orpington Chinese Community Association
Celebrate Chinese New Year
Date: Tuesday 3 February 2009

Venue: Sanderson Hall, Mickleham Road, St Pauls Cray (near the library)

Full details of all the events planned for our big Chinese New Year Celebration will be published neared the date.
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February Fling
Date: Saturday 21 February

Venue: Kenilworth Hall, High Street, Penge
Time: starting at 1pm [doors open 12.30pm]

Food, dancing, music, raffle, competitions, and entertainment. Only children performing admitted. A free event for elders. Transport for the less able is available for our next event if booked before 7th February.
Event organised by the Older People’s Network – Penge and Anerley. Please telephone 020 8778 4697.
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Credo’s winter ceramics exhibition

Date: Thursday 27 November – Tuesday 9 December

Venue: The Bromley Central Library, High Street, Bromley Kent BR1 1EX

An opportunity to view an exhibition of the handcrafted ceramic pieces that have been made by Credo members.
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Credo Christmas events programme

If you want that special gift, handcrafted Credo ceramics are for you. You can have the opportunity to buy these gifts on the following days
Venue: Princess Royal University Hospital, Farnborough (outside the restaurant)
Date: Monday 1 December – 2 December
Time: 11.30am – 2.00pm
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Faith Hope and Love Fellowship Chinese Service Centre
Christmas celebrations
Date: Wednesday 17 December 11am – 3pm
Venue: Petts Wood Methodist Church, Queensway, Petts Wood, Kent BR5 1EB
Programme of singing, Variety Show, games, prize draws and lunch. All welcome

Cost for lunch ticket: £3 each. Please note lunch tickets need to be purchased in advance of the day.

Contact Mrs Pak on 07753 182 037 or Mrs Leung on 07914 838 195
Go back


Faith Hope and Love Fellowship Chinese Service Centre 
Chinese New Year celebrations 

Date: Wednesday 28 January 11am – 3pm

Venue: Petts Wood Methodist Church, Queensway, Petts Wood, Kent BR5 1EB
Programme of singing, Variety Show, games, prize draws and lunch. All welcome

Cost for lunch ticket: £3 each. Please note lunch tickets need to be purchased in advance of the day.

Contact: Mrs Pak on 07753 182 037 or Mrs Leung on 07914 838 195
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Community House – charity Christmas card shop open

Date: Open every day of the week from 10am to 4pm until Friday 19 December

Venue: Community House (opposite the Fire Station), South Street, Bromley BN1 1RH 

Come and support over 20 local charities by purchasing your Christmas cards from our card shop. Every charity receives 100 per cent of their proceeds. Shop in comfort and enjoy a free cup of coffee or tea with every purchase.
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Event Older Peoples Panel Meeting
Date: Thursday 4 December 2008
Time: 10.30am – 12.30pm

Venue: Community House, South Street, Bromley

Meeting will be followed by a Buffet Lunch
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Christmas Day lunch at the United Reform Church

Date: Thursday 25 December 2008
Time: 11.30 – 3.30 pm
Venue: United Reformed Church

Places allocated on first come, first served basis. Application forms to be returned by 1st December.

Contact: Alan Girvin, Joint Co-ordinator on 01689 829064
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Cotmandene Community Resource Centre – November/December
New Activity starting 4th November – Family computer club
Every Tuesday in term time from 4-6pm in the Centre, parents and children will be able to use the computers and internet with a tutor available for support. Children will also be able to do their homework.
Christmas event Wednesday 17th December
Regular Drop-ins & Groups 

Mondays

· Age Concern Bromley Community Volunteer Time Bank: 10-12 (weekly)
· Broomleigh Floating Support Team: Older People 10-12 (monthly) no surgery December
· Anxiety self help group (weekly) 7-9pm

· Turnaround 1:1 reading and writing help 10-12 (weekly) 

Tuesdays
· Cray Creative’s Art Group 10 – 12 (weekly – term time only)
· Legal Advice - Family & Housing appt only: 11–1 (weekly)

· Housing and Council Tax Benefit (monthly) 2 December
Wednesdays 
· Local Councillors Surgery: 10.30 -12 (weekly)
· Computer Workshop 11-1 (weekly)
· Fit for Life 10 -12 (weekly )

· Bromley Advocacy Project: 10-12 (fortnightly) 10 December

· Police Surgery 2.30-3.30: (Fortnightly) 17 December
Fridays 
· Broomleigh Surgery 10-12 (fortnightly) 5 19 December
· Trading Standards 10-12 (monthly): 28 November (no surgery December)
Contact details: Cotmandene Community Resource Centre, 64 Cotmandene Crescent, St Paul’s Cray, email: ccrc@bromley.gov.uk telephone: 020 8402 0123
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Mottingham Community and Learning Shop – November/December
Changes in date:
Please note that the Bromley Community Drug Project (BCDP) will be changing their day at The Shop from Thursday to TUESDAY. The sessions are open to anyone, and the BCDP offer a confidential service to anyone affected by substance dependency issues and do not report to the Police or Social Services.
Mondays

· Bromley Y - Appointments only
Tuesdays
· Broomleigh: 9, 23 December from 10:00 –12noon

· Safer Neighbourhood team: 4, 25 December 2.00 – 4.00

· Children’s information service: 16 December  from 10:00 – 12noon
· Bromley Community Drugs Project: every week 1.30 – 3.30
· Children’s Information Service;: 9 December
Wednesdays
· NextStep: Appointment only
Thursdays
· Local Councillors 4,18 December  from 9.30 – 11.30
· Trading standards 4,18 December  from 10 – 12noon
· Nextstep: Appointment only

· CAMHS: Appointments only
Fridays 
· Community Midwives: Appointments only

· PCT parent support: Appointments only
Contact details: please contact the team at the shop for other information and services.
Please note that he Shop is shut on Christmas and Boxing Day (25 and 26 December) New Years Day and a Concessionary Day (1 and 2 January)

Courses running at the Shop from January
· Health and safety: 14, 21 January
· Confidence: 15, 22, 29 January
· Understanding anxiety: 24 February, 3, 10, 17, 24, 31March
· Job preparation: 18, 25 March, 1 April
· Homework club: 8, 15, 22, 29 January, 5, 12, 26 February, 5, 12, 19, 26 March, 2 April
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Christmas events in the Crays

Passion Praise for young people

Date: Sunday 30 November, 6.45pm

Venue: Oak Community Church, Chipperfield Road

An alternative Christmas (youth event)

Date: Sunday 7 December, 7pm

Venue: Oak Community Church, Chipperfield Road

Christmas carols

Date: Tuesday 9 December, 1.30-2pm

Children from Grays’s Farm School singing Christmas carols, Refreshments available

Venue: St Paul’s Cray Library, Mickleham Road, St Paul’s’ Cray

Christingle Service & Puppet Show

Date: Friday12 December, 6.30pm

Venue: Oak Community Church, Chipperfield Road

Carol Concert

Date: Saturday 13 December, 7pm

Venue: Salvation Army Wellington Road St Mary Cray

Crib service for families

Date: Sunday14 December, 5pm

Venue: The Temple, High Street, St Mary Cray

Cotmandene Christmas Event

Date: Wednesday17 December, 12.30 –5.pm

Venue: Cotmandene Community Resource Centre,
64 Cotmandene Crescent, St Paul’s Cray

Sing-a-long, Raffle, Father Christmas, Lucky Dip

Open air carol singing 

Friday 19 December, 6.30pm
Venue: The Nugent Shopping Centre, Sevenoaks Way, St Mary Cray

Nativity Service 

Date: Sunday 21 December, 10.30am

Venue: Oak Community Church, Chipperfield Road

Family Festival Service

Date: Sunday 21 December, 11am

Venue: The Temple, High Street, St Mary Cray

Presented by the children & young people

River Church Community Carol Service & Santa’s Grotto

Date: Sunday 21 December, 3.30pm

Venue: Rookery Gardens, St Mary Cray

Candlelight Service 

Date: Sunday 21 December, 4pm

Venue: Salvation Army, Wellington Road, St Mary Cray

Candlelight Carol Service

Date: Sunday21 December, 6.30pm
Venue: Oak Community Church, Chipperfield Road

Carols by Candlelight 

Date: Wednesday 24 December, 7.30pm
Venue: The Temple, High Street St Mary Cray

Family Service 

Date: Thursday 25 December, 10am
Followed by Christmas Community at 1 pm. Lunch must be booked. Telephone 01689 605373

Venue: Oak Community Church, Chipperfield Road

Family Service

Date: Thursday 25 December, 10.30am
Venue: The Temple, High Street, St Mary Cray
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Events and training outside Bromley
NCVO Political Conference 2008
Meeting new challenges in the Political Climate
Date: Thursday 27 November 2008
Time: 9.30am - 4.45pm
Venue: DBERR, 1 Victoria Street, London SW1H 0ET

As the sector faces a period of political and economic uncertainty, the 2008 NCVO Political Conference will focus on building the political intelligence of voluntary and community sector organisations.

The final speakers have been confirmed and details of the full programme can be found here: www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/politicalconference08
Book your place online at www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/politicalconference08 or call Nzinga Cotton on 020 7520 2458.
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NCVO Annual Conference 2009 
Civil Society: Building trust in uncertain times
Date: Wednesday 18 February 2009

Time: 10am to 4.45pm

Venue: The Brewery, Chiswell Street, London EC1Y 4SD

This year’s Annual Conference will examine how uncertain economic times and a potential change in government presents us with many challenges, but also with opportunities. Join NCVO to explore the voluntary and community sector’s role within civil society and to identify those issues which will matter most to the people and communities we work with in the future.

Book now – Call Matt on 020 7520 3160.
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Access to Higher Education
APEL (Assessment of Prior Experiential Learning)
Date: Wednesday 3 December 2008, 10.30am – 12.00noon
Venue: Room 2007, John Galsworthy Building, Penrhyn Road, Kingston upon Thames, KT1 2EE

The aim of APEL is to broaden learning opportunities, provide opportunities for life-long learning, lessen the barriers between formal and non-formal education systems, enhance students` mobility, recognise learning from the workplace and recognise the learning that is accrued through experience which is not formally assessed. Aimed at:

Tutors, Admission Tutors, IAG Advisors. To book follow this link.
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Introduction to Sustainable Funding
Date: Tuesday 20 January 2009

Time: 9.30am – 4.00pm

Venue: CVA Resource Centre, 82 London Road Croydon CRO 2TB

Cost: £20 for full day (including lunch and refreshments).
Workshop led by trainers from the NCVO’s Sustainable Funding Project delivered in partnership with South London CVS Partnership.
· Want to know what does ‘financial sustainability’ look like?

· Want to know what is key to becoming sustainable?

· Wondering what is your organisations full costs and how to calculate them?

The day is aimed at frontline voluntary and community organisations in South London wishing to explore financial sustainability
Training includes:  Income diversification – exploring a sustainable and diverse funding mix of income sources, Planning – Understanding of strategic planning and the role of robust financial management, Earning - Introduction to generating income from trading goods and services.
The event does not provide information on sources of funds. Instead it encourages voluntary and community organisations to explore a whole range of issues around funding. So if you want an overview of sustainable funding, with a particular emphasis on generating income from trading goods and services, then this event is for you. The event aims to be as interactive as possible, with a mix of presentations, small group work and open discussion. Places are limited to 50 and allocated on a strictly first come basis.

To reserve a place, please complete the attached booking form and return to the Partnership Administrator, SLCVS Partnership, 55 Heath Road, Twickenham, TW1 4AW or email admin@slcvspartnership.org.uk.
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Membership

Join Community Links Bromley

Benefits of becoming a member of Community Links Bromley are many. Here are a few:
· Membership is free

· Specialist advice and support services

· Inclusion in the Directory of Local Voluntary Organisations

· Community library with over 500 titles

· Specialist funding information service

· Networking events

· Forum events

· Benefit from CLB’s strong relationship with statutory authorities
· Opportunity to elect CLB trustees and attend the AGM
· Free or discounted prices on members’ events
· Advertising job adverts and events on our website and e-bulletin free
· Volunteering brokerage and representation

Membership of Community Links Bromley (CLB) is open to charities, voluntary organisation and community groups operating for the benefit of Bromley people and those groups whose aims are compatible with those of CLB. To become a member your organisation needs to fulfil these criteria.

Please note that CLB is a company limited by guarantee. Therefore all members are liable for the sum of £1 is CLB should be wound up.
To apply or to check the full criteria, download the membership form and criteria. Or contact Sue Lee on 0208 315 1902.
If you aren’t sure whether or not your organisation is a member, follow this link to the full membership list of Community Links Bromley.
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About the e-bulletin

Contact Details

The editor is Philippa Leary, Membership, Information & Communications Officer, Community Links Bromley. Our website is at www.communitylinksbromley.org.uk
Data protection

You received this email because you are subscribed to Community Links Bromley’s fortnightly email bulletin.

Disclaimer

The information in this newsletter comes from a wide variety of sources. Please note opinions or statements within it may not reflect the views held by Community Links Bromley. Information in legal and other updates are not intended as full or definitive statements of the law nor as a substitute for professional legal advice
Subscribe

If you wish to subscribe to this e-bulletin mail Philippa Leary at philippal@communitylinksbromley.org.uk
Unsubscribing

If you wish to unsubscribe at any time please reply to this message or send an email to Philippa Leary at philippal@communitylinksbromley.org.uk
Production

This email bulletin is produced by Community Links Bromley, registered office Community House, South Street, Bromley BR1 1RH. Registered Charity Nº 1045255 and Company Limited by Guarantee Nº 3020127, registered in England.

Sources

The CLB e-bulletin is compiled from a wide range of sources including; subscriptions to news services, local and national newspapers; articles prepared by CLB staff, statutory partners and local VCOs. Funding information and governance news is regularly syndicated between ourselves and Richmond CVS. All sources are credited at point of reference. Please keep information coming through. If you would like to submit an article or a feature for inclusion, contact philippal@communitylinksbromley.org.uk.













