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Dear Local Community Group
Bromley PCT’s decision on community health services

Community health services provider arms of Primary Care Trusts have been required, under the terms of A Commissioning Led NHS, to explore the options and develop proposals for autonomous separation from their PCT.  This work has been going on in Bromley since 2007 and the national timetable expects all provider arms to be autonomous by April 2010.

The PCT Board met on 25 June 2009 to give consideration to outline business cases for the two final remaining options for Bromley’s community health services. These options were presented at a lengthy meeting of the full PCT Board held in the presence of around 100 people comprising members of the public, NHS staff and local groups and organisations with a key interest in the decision. 

The two options presented were, firstly, the creation of a brand new organisation in partnership with Bromley GPs, provisionally called ‘Bromley Healthcare’.  This would be a Community Interest Company (a limited company with charitable aims).  The second option involved assimilation of the services, as a discrete directorate, into Oxleas NHS Foundation Trust. 

Following lengthy consideration and debate the Board reached a decision to ask the leadership of Bromley Healthcare and Bromley General Practitioners to work in partnership with the PCT to define more precisely how the new organisation would work to improve health and the delivery of health and social care services in Bromley.  

The PCT Board has requested that a clear project plan be developed to clarify the service, financial, structural and governance arrangements as well as the implications for staff currently employed by the PCT.  In doing so it indicated that the plan should be capable of forming the basis of a full business case for its consideration and a final decision later in the year. 
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Both bidders worked hard to get us to this point and the decision was a difficult one to make as Oxleas presented a strong case. However, the Board saw more potential for developing and improving services and meeting local strategic aims with the innovative approach offered by Bromley Healthcare. Their proposal creates the opportunity to bring together GPs, community nurses and other health professionals, social care services and services provided by voluntary organisations in a brand new way for the benefit of local people.
The PCT has aimed throughout to run a very open process around making this decision and I believe we succeeded.   At the meeting we had invaluable contributions from the Bromley LINk, Community Links Bromley and the borough Chief Executive.  We received clear messages from patients and carers who want to be closely involved in how services in the community are provided and we are committed to meeting that request as we move forwards.
If you have any queries on the process so far, or what lies ahead, please do get in touch.

Yours sincerely
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Simon Robbins

Chief Executive

Bromley Primary Care Trust
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